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We look at commercial and PD 1 
software and ask which offers, 
better value for money/.v ! 
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• Fanzine news 

• Game cheats 

• Machine code sprit 

• BASIC programming tips 

• Latest PD releases 
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1 So 
the price right? 



Is commercial software 
overpriced and ove rated, 
head and shoulders afaov 
the Public Domain equivalent? 
Angela Cook makes the 
comparisons and talks to 
ople in the industry, B> 
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You've got a joystick and 
you know how to use it. 
But does your keyboard 
recognise it? Richard 



Wildoy writes the routines 
to ensure that your 
hardware lives happiiy 
ever after. 



On this month's covertape... 



PowerSpell 

Stymied by spell checkers that only tell 
you tf a word is spelt incorrectly and 
don't suggest a replacement? Fume no 
more. PowerSpefl doesn't recognise a 
word? Add H to your own user dictionary. 
Key presto! Problem solved! 

Samurai Trilogy 

Karate, Kendo and Samurai - deliver 
kicks and wield swords to overcome your 
opponent without moving a leg muscle or 
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tt 01235 442344 
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NOTIi Please do noi ring the office lor adwee 
Wo can o»y answer your Questions ilvoogh the 
pages of Ire magazine, Please send written 

enquiries la one of the addresses above. 
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away from your CPC! All three 
all-engrossing, alt-action games in one. 

Turn to page 5 now! i 
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3 Reaction 

Another good crop ol lettuce, er letters. 

4 Amscene Directory 

Who's who and who's where tn CPC, 

5 Serious Action! 

This month's covertape 1 

Serious stuff 

10 Hardware 

Bring |oy to the world, well a joystick lo 
your CPC. Richard WilrJey i$ the keeper, 
of the code. But he's a generous bloke. 

11 Software; is the 
price right? 

Is PD all it's cracked up to be? Is 
commercial software worth the money? 

16 Assembly Line 

Look sprrtety! Save lime and memory 
with code-writing wizard Rob Buckley. 

1 7 Basically Basic 

Got a knotty problem with STRINGS? 

Rob and Angela unravel the mysteries. 

21 Techy Forum 

Covertape clinic, a competition,, tips and 
problem-busters. Richard Fair hurst 
responds to your requests for succour. 

Leisure Zone 

6 Public Image 

Which software merited 85% and which 
earned itself a derisory 2%* And, says 

Keith Woods, that was being charitable! 

9 Further Reading 

Shh! Your fanzine librarian Davjd 
CrooKes is checking the shelves. 

18 Cheat Mode 

A poke for Nether/and? If s obvious, isn't 
ft? Straight on till morning. Sorry, Oie/re 
the directions to Never Never Land! 
Also: 2ap X Balls, Empire and fTfVfoJm 

20 WIN WIN WIN WIN 

Do you want something for nothing' Do 
you want to win vast amounts of tapes? 
Alternative Software have put up the 
prizes. You provide the answers... 



AA 114 on sales 
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Now you can reach us by snail mail or by e-mail (see Get 
the message, AA1P5). Write to Reaction, Amstrad Action, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 3 J it or e-mail us at 
AA@futurenet.co.uk putting Reaction in the subject line. 




WACCI; help for 
endangered caecl**? 



A bit of a row deal? 

1 would like to see more help in AA for raw- 
beginners who, 
tike me, are just 
starting off. 
BR Tregaskis, 
Jersey 

Unfortunately, you 

are one of a rare 

breed, RR. We don't 

actually have that 

many beginners 

reading the mag 

these days, so 

beginners' features 

won't appeal to many 

of our readers. Your 

best bet would be to get in touch with the user 

group WACCI (see the WACCI offer! box on this 

page or the Amscene Directory on page four for 

details}. The group will be happy to help, Karen 

Part-y lines 

I lost money to Avatar while trying to obtain 
the necessary parts to carry out the 6128 
Plus tape upgrade. After spending much 
time and more money telephoning and 
writing to try to get a refund, I gave up and 
obtained the necessary parts on my own. 

Therefore, in an effort to help other 
6128 Plus owners in the same predicament, 
the parts required are as follows: 

Q01: Transistor 2SC181S 

R4: Resistor IK ohm (1/4 watt} 

CP07: This is not necessary, as with care 
the connections to the main circuit board 
may be soldered directly. 

Relay: Use any five or six volt single pole 
change over relay of suitable size. 

Five-pin DIN socket and a matching five- 
pin DIN plug. 

These parts should be obtainable from 
any reasonably good electronic parts. 
supplier and cost less than half the price 
Avatar were charging . 

The remote control of the data recorder 
should be connected on the normally open 
contacts of the relay. This requires, mat to 
rewind or fast forward a tape in the data 
recorder, the 6128 Plus is set to :tape and 
either the RUN or LOAD command has been 
given to die computer. 

Also, the wiring shown in AA92 needs to 
be altered so that the 




wire from the main circuit board shown in 
white is connected to the end of the diode 
with the band and the blue wire should go to 
the opposite end of the diode. 

In one of your recent issues you seemed 
at a loss as to the position of Umberleigh, 
Devon, tt is located on the A377 about eight 
miles south of Barnstaple. And as nobody 
knows where Chumleigh is, hi tell you. 
Chumleigh is halfway between Exeter and 
Barnstaple east of the A377. 

Trusting that this information will help 
others and that you wilt keep your 
marvellous publication going, 
C Hankin, between Exeter and Barnstaple 

Thanhs very much for the information, C (there's 
no need to be so formal, we're all on first name 
terms here, you know}. Hopefully, we will run a 
few more hardware projects in the near future, 
so if anyone has any ideas along this line, feel 
free to drop us a line. Karen 

Cutting 'Back Issues' 

Since the magazine is now so small maybe 
reducing the size of the Back Issues advert 
and doing away with the covertape page by 
putting a help and instruction hie on the 
tape itself could free up another page and a 
half. And what about that three-page 
Christmas feature in AA111 - blatant space 
filler or what? 
J Pen warden, South Seddmgton 

Simon was very hurt when he saw this letter so 
to cheer him up we commissioned a few more 
space fillers from him. We have already done 
much to make the best use of the space, and will 
continue to nip and luck here and there. Karen 

Hang on in there 

I think you shoufd put the Gallery back in 
AA. I, for one, would send in a picture. Plus, 
I think you should put type-ins back on die 



LETTERS 



covertape. As you said in AA77, "Whafs the 
point of typing in listings when you can load 
them from tape?" 
Adrian Hieati, Cambridge 

Do send in your pictures, If we get enough we 
will set up a regular Gallery page. Include 
information about how you created your works of 
art so that we cart pass on your pixel painting 
tips to other budding digital Da vincis. Karen 

Address the issues! 

Amstrad Action has neglected a vital piece 
of information since time immemorial: a 
boxout supplying the address for 
programmers to submit our material for 
reviews and previews, Perhaps you would 
like to put the record straight by including 
in the near future? Perhaps it's just one of 
the many reasons the mag hasn't received 
much in the pasti 

Another reason could be that people 
don't exactly the thought of supplying 
material to a magazine whose staff openly 
declare their Interests in the PD sector. 
Brian Bond, Bromfey 

Er, sorry? What* s wrong with having an interest in 
PD? Of course, you can't base the whole Scene 
on PD alone, but there's nothing wrong with 
recommending the decent stuff, is there? We can 
only review stuff we get sent, The AA address 
appears at least three or four times in each issue 
- perhaps counting them could be an ongoing 
competition? - but I take the pant. Now children 
can you spot the AA details on thts page? Karen 



Wondering weather 

Have you got any famous readers? 
K Francis, Dundee 



Er, don't know. Does anybody famous want to 
own up? 1 reckon TV weather presenter Bill Giles 
looks like a secret CPC user, Karen 



At logger Eds? 

Have you noticed that in 
ex-AA editor Dave (Solder's 
new mag (Ultimate Future 
Games} that they keep 
making snide comments 
about the GX40G0? 
Jonathan Norton, Staines 

Yes. I mink it's about time I 
went and sorted him out, 
don't you? Karen 








WACCI Offer! 



First 1 would like to welcome you, Karen, to 
the CPC scene - 1 hope you continue with 
it for a long time to come. 

I would like to offer AA readers a New 
Year special offer. Instead of £4.50 for a 
three-month subscription, I am offering a 
33% saving making the cost just £3. Vep, 
three 32-page A4 magazines for £1 each. 
This offer is only open during the month of 
February to Amstrad Action readers and 
new members. 

This Offer is for full membership (it's not 
a ploy to dump back issues) and every AA 
reader who applies will receive the current 



issue of the magazine, namely the 
February issue, together with the 
Magazine and PD library index and the 
WACCI supplement, which gives details of 
all WACCI services. 
Paul Dwerryhfluse. Clwyd 

What can I say, except "Ta very much? If 
you want to take advantage of Paul's 
generous offer, send your details and a 
cheque or postal order (made payable to 
WACCI} for £3 to: WACCI subscriptions, 7 
Brunswood Green, Hawarden. Dee side, 
Clwyd CH5 3JA. Karen 
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COVERTAPE 



Richard Fair hurst shows you whore the really serious 
action Is*** and tells you where you could get your 
kicks! All together now: *I think I'm turning Japanese' 



Power! 




full 

PROGRAM 




Robot PO 

One of AA's biggest 
covertape coups 
was to feature the 
ftj commercial 
wordproces 
Tasworsir 3 few years back. Ever since, we have 
been pestered by demands for a spewing 

ker. So here it is: tie allflew (if not perhaps 
;irig and all-dancing) PowerSpelS. 
Because Tasword keeps a large (48K) 
dictionary in memory, it won't run on S4K 
machines. For 12SK owners, though, operation 
couldn't be easier; the main menu (operated with 
cursor keys and ENTER} even includes an option 
for full instructions. 

Some CPC speflcheckers only tell you K a 
word is spett incorrectly, They expect you to fix it 
your serf which is a bit tedious if you have to flick 
through the Oxford English Dictionary every ten 
seconds,. With PowefSpdi, though, you can use 
the 'Consult' option to took up the closest words 
in the dictionary, and replace the misspelt word 
with any one ot them. 

You can fit a tot of words into 48 K, but it's still 
only a fraction of the English language. That's 
why Powe/SpeJJ has a "user dictionary' feature. In 
brief, if a word is spelt correctly and PowerSpelS 
doesn't recognise that word, you can add it to 
your own user dictionary, Load this in every time 
you run the program, and the word will be 
recognised just like any other. You can add 
words either, as you check the document, or 
using the Edit option on the mam menu. 



Groimtln Graphics 

With the violent adventures of Chun Li and her 
ilk. beat-'em-ups have been very much in 
fashion for Taraniino wannabees over the past 
few years. Newer recruits to the CPC might be 
surprised to know that the Amstrad was kickin' 
butt long before Nintendos ever were 

You want proof? Well, take a look at this 
month's covertape. Samurai Trilogy is actually 
three games in one. Practise your frying kicks 
in the Karate section, and move on vra Kendo 
to waving a large sword around threateningly 
m Samurai The emphasis is less on trashing 
bad guys, more on proving your fighting worth 
to the Master - often within a time fimrt. 

Control is joystick-only. Before the actual 
fighting takes place, you have a coupfe of 
menus to navigate: you can practise any of the 
three games, choose your opponent and, 
finally, pick your 
strategy and training 
routine, Just move the 
highlight bar with the 
joystick, move n righl to 
select an option, and 
press fire to leave the 
menu. (Don't ask ii bo 
play jn French or 
German by the way: we 
only had space for the 
English version,} 

Then it's frantic 
stick-wagging time, as 
each direction makes 
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Getting th* thep! 



your foichiPgly -aifred red psychopath 
chop a hole in a drfferent place n 
opponent. The bars at the bottom indicate 
your attacking and defending strength, 
together with that of your opponent (in Ins 
colour]!. In addition, on the Karate and 
Kendo levels, there is a time limit for you 
to prove your manliness. (Modem 
Concepts of equality don't seem to have 
been a part of Imperial Japan, Sony,) 

The main program and the Karate 
and Kendo levels are on side A of the 
tape, with Samurai being on side B. This 
means that you ignore the messages 
about inserting the reverse side and 
rewinding unless you are playing Samurai. 



Just plop side A in the tape deck, type 
jTAPE if you have a disc drive attached to 
your system, and then type RUN" . When 
the menu loads you can load Samurai 
Trilogy or PowerSpetf, or transfer the 
entire covertape to disc. For the latter, 
check you have a blank data -formatted 
disc in the drive. Then, once you have 



LOADING THE TAPE 

transferred the disc, typing RUN"MENU 
lets you choose between programs. 
Alternatively, our duplicators, Abtex. will 
send you a disc version for £?. Send a 
cheque or postal order, made payable to 
Ablex Audio Video, with your name and 



address, plus the token below to: AA113 
Disc Offer, Ablox Audio Video, Harcourt, 
Halesftefd 14, Telford, Shropshire 
TF7 4QD, This is also the address to which 
you should send covertapes that come up 
with read errors. If this happens enclose 
an SAE. a note describing your CPC setup 
and the problem you are having. 
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Keith Woods gets excited by match-making between 
molecules and atoms but says Greek S.E.X. turns him off 



DMA 

By W««e! of The Codjo Clan 

Tins is one to really depress all Plus owners who 
bemoan the wasting of their machine's capabilities: 
for example, the DMA sound feature, which was only 
ever used to any great effect in Preh\sw 

And Weee's DMA demo. This was originally 
intended as a demo of a Pitts soundtfakker. a demo 
which, sadly, was never released, It plays a catchy 
tune which shows off what the Plus is realty capable 
Of, including some stunning digitised speech. In tact, 
rt's considerably better than the P/etostoriJi if tune. 

Unfortunately, it's probably the first and last 
example of good DMA music lo grace the CPC, DMA 
is worth getting purely out of interest to see . 
could have been. 



Atomic- a mrt of Blind Dofp for molecule*. 

Atomic Preview 

By Patrick Himriih* 

$c*nce is boring, fight? Staring at boring ttl 
blobby things which move about under a / 

microscope just isn't your idea ot a good / 
time, is it? PJaytng games on your CPC or / 
watching Taranfrna mowes might be more / 
Ifce h , toil observing atoms and / 

molecules just doesn't cut the ice. 

Wtnat, however, if these little pait - 
of infante wonder were transferred to your 
CPC screen, $na put in a pwofe game I 
the master of the genre, one P Himrtchs 
iahas Fraggk*)' What rj they were bigger and 
more colourful and you coufd move them around 
arid, this is the good bit. blow them up? That sounds 
ab«tberv :rt?ltis. 

You are a mad scientist on Ihe verge of great 
discoveries. Your (ot is to k* .i«Hcj ent 

atoms to form motecufes. Each level vou are given a 

umber of molecules of a certain length to 
create, and a set number ol atoms to do it wrth 

. place two atoms side by side and thf. 
togeiher, thai is. if they have any electrons N 
tWrth me so tar? No, wen * TB pick it up.) 

The number ol electron* om is 

denoted by the number on its lace. For a molecule 
to be complete ad the electrons in its atoms must 
■-<t up Thi" .1 have 10 funk eacfi 1 

:? -wis. 
Once you create a complete molecule it Wows up 
(don't ask us why), Ic create mot*. 

Unfortunately, your game doesn't end when you 
have created enough molecules, You still huu' ti 
nd of the rest of the atoms b\ lire 

molecuJes. thus blowing them 10 obtivton, As rt's 

to fwnsh with one or two left over. Ihis is what 
makes the gam t' 

Look. I know, ail this talk 1 electrons 

sounds about as exerting as a science class on a 



wet Monday morning but, trusl me, it's better, much 
better. It's one of the most ingenious puzzle games 
Out of the many in the PD. and to wheel out the most 
oft repeated Public Image phrase one mote time tail 
together now), If you like puzzles, you'll love U 

But there's a problem. It's rust a preview so there 
aren't in any levels. And the German magazine you 
could have got the fuB version from is long dead, I 
coukJ te»f you thai by loading the game, lypmg POKE 
368,21 4 POKE 369.0 and changing toe 1 5 to read 
IF lv= 14 then I 1 3 you would get to play many more 
levels. But fm too mean to even think of doing (hat. 






Joe Centre 
Les Pharons 

I'm in a Pad mood 
this month. Why? 
Because 1 have 
to review trrte 
like this and 
that awful 
Greek db. 
Joe's got 
' serious 
problems. He"; a 




lo* - thcer fombfoole-ry. Ucf Initaly tuned. 

tiny sprite, he move 're's net 

animated, he sounds awful and he looks like a rat. 
also stuck m a dirty great pyramHJ with a whole 
* rustws c rowing on Ins tad, but be car 
Iheie, because this game Isn't worth touching Wfth 
the longest Lit banjt poles. 

It's bar dfy surprising that this game's anonymous 
- no-one would want to own up to writing if 



I 10% I 



9*E*JV* 

By Ren and KOD A Bong! Production 

The Greek PO scene has been relatively qu»et lately, 
so il was such a pleasant surprise to find the 







you 
think - 
And 



sc-si'^r 



K» s f 



Greek s first PD disc we popping unexpectedly 
through the letterbox. I Ihen skipped hapqity to my 
CPC, enpectng great and glorious things. 

Five minutes lat ei. though. I was cradhi 
rwad in my hands and shaking rt violently. 

irrwig: "No. no, nooooT From which you 
deduce mai I w (his disc/me is 

as childish as its title and contains virtually noi 
ol interest to Airy self lespecling CPC owner. 

t taken up with short sta 
written by someone with no writing talent (hardfy 

i!tog smce Engl 1*1 \sn t live author's mo( 
tongue), taut who has an obsessive desire 
immature ade What kltle mention It* 

the CPC consists ol long out-cf 
extolling the \ and maid 

numbmgiy Poring articles bpmoaiwv «■ ol 

the CPC 1 ^nd 

limes belore anyway). The resl is Distant Mere, such 
mmer Hobdays' by Da Srtva. which romams 
such riveting n >wn about why the 

hoiel employees caled htm. S 

As if all tins isn't bad enough the pres*" 
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Bryinpton Colfoge, Brutuwult Rd, Worthing, Suite* BNl I 3NQ 
TIL: 0903 206739 




on 2 
■ bigg«tl game «v«r wet PC ti 

^toRodicol With mof* Sovob & 
foahi'W Iho & MO rounh>cf Kif> 

lh« <yly thing lHat's .moHef i * lh* p< 
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PRICE 
C7 95 



TITLE 

ROUTE PLANNER * 
STAR DRIVER 

ARtNG I 95 

rURE -95 

«i are cm 
jo w»aw jpeary in ordoi All fincw 
include pon & packing. 



Racti v oddrc 

K lo conlmue supporting tl" 
CPC, We now have a growing 
•■ of exclusive game 
•in I be bough) 
elsowfn 

The 'otesi is ihe Megablasiers 
|AA94%), and now the 
upgraded Routeptanner, and 
soon will come the oog<- 

awaited lethal Mov- 



UMt 

jfOiKOPi 



rA«[ 



-iiL 



— .mi^'.irnij^jaiMWi 
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TOTAL 



VALUE 
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DISC DRIVES 

3.5" Second disc drives for the CPC464 /664/(. I 2 
I tip quality 'Panasonic' V > di i n hanism, 
Includes Powcj Supply, Connecting < able. Full l f> 
page manual, Ramdos, Ramd inj m 

utilities. Formal HOOK pci dis< lust like a l N t , Amig 
hi si etc. the complete PLUG IN 6c GO 
i. Ramdos is ■ !<»■ 




M'l'l RB I OW I 1 ! >N)V 
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R0MD0S XI 



D ISK DRIVE AND 
ROM DOS XL IN 
ROM BOX ONLY 
£89.99 



▼ ¥▼ 



I 



Superb higb capacity dist operating ilabi 

on R( >M or complete in its own ROMB( )\! Nmli 
with these features 



♦ Htiih rarnian 


♦ 


Very Simple CO ui 


♦ Hu*lt 1*1 lik * «ipyin 


♦ 




♦ FoH I' 1 | i j no J numu 


♦ 


Aura J, i.i •• i fan ii.ii 


♦ Built in s > > C< r I hu -i c. >l 


♦ 


in ( r. 






BrunWord ROM Modules 

Special prices Tor New Year 



piirmanant 1 
and d 

CPcai/a 



Elite ROM Module £6.1 

Tha BrunWord CNtr r\0M rnoduta 
ovarcomai tha mamcry trm/fationa of tha 

*.m«1r»fl CPC cort-i(iut«»r h> addtnf 
50K nl mamnry, which <■ 

II it tha uhana-ta addttrati lo * 
cornpuiar Wr.nl proe«*iH», 
ehaclrir 33,000 wont 

m'MtmruU daldba**, 9 ptnpnnt 
J 4 pm typf witling' routina*, 
10 •i«t>«rb (MM* -ful high tf4*0 «<ra*rt 
*«mp and b«ri drawtnp i«(tm«i it" 9 and 
74 ptn pwtar*. el programmadl into on* 
r*gh MpKHt MOM Tha ROM te »o laat 
Iha tpabng of aacfi word 
*rvl* \\nt anr tyfMng anil th* 
: .* * in r B bit pn r > < 
N-. ROM tvn ■> naadad S.mply ,+.. , 
•ifiM rnadti* 

|(M M .1 1' " win. In »ySl(HTl 
i% ready lor u«. lUwjaHy f\2*ti 



you aw twnmj 



ffrtumcar. 



Qui 



Info Scrijx ROM £46 

T># Iftfa ficraji ROM mixful* n a 
cornpMa dati procaawng p» ■*!<■ with 
l ptoe»**of and ap ajlifni chr | i 
Wirh 100C) ri#rr«i« and addravMit loaded 
into FTHtmoiy lor knalant falaunea, you 
nan typa a tO paga d4Kutn«nt <o tha 
wortf procaa a at and your tp alin n wia aliM 
tM chacl*d wM* yw 
(U*ualty ( 

BrunWord R 

Tha tctaal word Ddocaaiof lo* CPC 
.rpgradnri Stmpla 16 uiW and to vary 
l«t IrKiliMfai meal al tha faatuiaa al tha 

ROM MMKiula •nd h|H> many raw 
taatura* With VDISC If 10 axUai M 

nsti CPC rii*tir will. 
Nq*i crapacily 01 .w D? Icirmal 
and miiinjarv data or lyifam 
3 5 inch CPC dries 
let f i«* I S paoa boolitat 



7f i rotJtty bf H6mi t carries an /fw t?^ treme user tr/crxflmess or 
fituntMfiy t>ii*)M-t\ ro 4 Ytrfy o*afl mandmrf ... I haw r>"P o' rrt^ic 
W tv j^vn* ptjgtftif into the buck of my CPC tight ww 
/Av WJW ft.« (jprforrmxi in an exempta/v fashion on off 

J.- 

.^ 
r rforvn and start ty$nng the fastest mast 
'hi kt* .mtwhere Info Sctipi « a 

tinn<*i;it>iv pt, ttptfic&ltiti ftn> 

tktPtWoKf ROM is a tftity cxce&ettt ortxtm ' ' 
flod Lnwinn (AA Edrtor^ AA Sept ISO? 



fronts ' Chos Kntfn IACU Ed.iott ACU Aug « 

QtrrlV urn wirfrAf a rtf / «NO < r*» y ID W»r yOW CaVf 




I 



R< >M VIKSK )N t >KI V f 14 l,l) 



2 



i omplctc IN' R()MB< >X <>iih - i 



J 



ruiiarjaand 



f3 A0M00S it nntuttad M. 



Brunning Software 



138 The Sireet. IMWe C'lacLon, 
Clacton-on-sea, E&scx. CO 1 6 QLS. 
Iclephone 0255 862305 ■**- 







ALSO AVAJlABLE-v. 
v hily £7.50 for 10. 3" I l >ni) I l! 

.ingle Sock< i R< >MB< >X oni) ( i L99 

Double Socket iu>\uu )\ 
1'RANn. 1 ransfer files from a CP< ', r* > .i l'< 
.iiui vice v. K E24.99 

RS Scihil [nterface. Can be used u> 
connect the CPC io another computer, 

modem, serial printei: etc. [deal *<>r use 
wich Amstrad NC'100/200 (connecting 

cable available priced £9-'> t '»- Includes 

built in Rom software. 

Nt:W LOW PRK I 1.99. 

Please add £5.00 postage and packing u> 
ill drive orders. Other orders plea: 

add £1 .0*), All major credit cards .t ted 

Immediate despatch for credit card orders. 

Siren Software, I 78 Bury New Road, 
White-Held, Manchester M45 6QI 

Tel; Onl 796 5279 
Fax 061 796 3208 



the worst we w ever seen Irom dny contini>nt«t) 
dtec/ uia disappoinlment, as 

ronhnenlal dr .Jtrori few estcetfent 

presentation, if not always brih ss, 5.£X 

to look Me Hie best oi Lttom, [Ik? I but 

rl from the fact lhat it uses (he same font itv 

The tent i /me doesn't even scroll, and 

the bof der ■ like a child's playschool 

bbfrtgs, I • ■, one tune lo listen to and 

j good rendition ol Hut irritating and repetitive tune 
from Beverly Hills Cop, which is sure to have you 
reaching for the volume control. 

The most pathetic aspect of the pr esenlahofl, 
however, is the fact lhat you're heated to a poorly 
Uigiiised dirty picture before each artel*. 

Togelher the stories, the |okes tall of which are 
highly scustJ and the fact lhat the long list ol people 
mvofved is exclusively male, gives the whole thing a 
real Boys" Club feel, which can onfy be described as 
repulswe And people wonder why there aren't m 
lemale CPC users,., 

Overall, this drJCWfl ri J Travesty thai should 
never haw happened Onlj in? sort ot spotty Md 
that sniggers ignorantry al the bock ol rebgtus 
education class when tne teacher reads the passage 
about Hie shepheid leading his flock will appreciate 
this. Otherwise, avoid it like the otague. 



The CPC Gallery 

■y Vorioui 

Picture the scene: a crowd ol camera-laden 
Japanese and American tourists murmur quietly, 
huddled in a small group as they move through a 
bright Perls art gallery. At the head ol the group 
their guide is leading them into a new wing. , . 

'Now. peephole, we have reached le CPC 
section of le Galeree, Here you will see many 
exampools of CPC artwerh of all kinds which 'ave 
originated over le last ten years. 

*Npw, eel you will jusl move over here we come 
to le first part of le CPC colleeteeowii. On your right, 
you ml see an eexampril of deegeebsed CPC 
artwerk, le most common type in le CPC 




Next 
month* 



, to come and 



hortage of new 



starting a new library* 



iMdiieoown. Mosl ol thees kind of artwerh it ol 
leetle value, as een most cases n nore than 

i. ess. 



But ihcre are some excepteeowns, n 
notably le werk of the late David Carter, and le 
Frawnchman, Marco Vieth. On your right you sec 
exampools of peechires from Davi- 
Amiga Graphics colletteeowrrc." 




Smile for the Urtcmhol. Thot'l Iwvvrrly, 

"Aaali, sooo. very nice*, mlerrupi the Japan >- 
unison, before a great clicking ol cameras ensue 
The guide, anxious to be finished m Iwne for lunch 
and get to the canteen before al the jam roBs sell 
oui.lfies to continue , - 

"On le other side we see exampools of le werk of 
Marco Vieth. Hees is probably le best oeej^eetised 







That lake Frag'speak i> a bil wearing, nan? 

artwerk available, Eet eei alt in overscan and looks 
as detailed n a black and while photograph All le 
peectwes are very Irtere re are none of 

boring bicycles or logos), although some may be a 
leetle loo risque lor some peephole's bteengs." 

"Gee. that sure is really sweH slulf, interjected 
an impressed American. 1 wouldn't mind bringm' 
some o* them there pictures back to the folks back 
home. Say. can you buy any of these things?" 

'Of covrrrse. Sir. All of le pictures in thees 
ree are PeeDee. and are stocked by mosl good 
PeeOee hbrarees. 

"Now, it we move just a leetle bit further down 
we come to the oreegmal art secteeown 
Unfortunately, thees is a very small secteeown, we 
have yet to acrune many exampools ot original 
rk lor the CPC galleree. 

'However, there is one arteesl who lias 
produced some stunning original artwerh, Thees 




In Hie golleriei I 'ire been to, people (mile. 




it' i poicd, it'* in calawr, but !■ it art? 

aiteest is also a Frawnchman, and Ins name ees 

Made, Made has produced many gi 

i Le firsi, and steel le best was his Rets.. 

sWeshow, but the otlters are also very good His 
k is cartoony and very colourful, and much is 

also overscan in fact, when you see "Made' in the 

name ol any production, you know that le artwerk 

will be absoluuutely stunning. He ees really le true 

Picasso olte CPC. 

"Now, that brings us to ' our leetle : 

Have any i ■■ tiuesteeowrwr 

A restless looking American raises fus hand: 
"Yeah, Tin kinds hu <m. and I was 

wondering, is there a burger bar around hr ■ 




Ah! Lb portrait. Still, riot yor average, tho'. 



This month's apologies... 

go to: GDPD Sottwjfc. Why? Becnuse wo got it wrong {you mean magazine editor's nood to know how 
to read?}, GDPD it In business and Gave Strtson is in charge . The library continues lo trade under 
GDPD « part of die CPC South West Amstrad User group. Copying costs 25p par disc side. Order 
four or more selections and you get one selection from the listings free. 
Contact Dave at: GDPD, 4 Corwiaught Avenue, Mutiny , Plymouth P14 7BX » 0752 254404. 
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'It's only words...' Only? 
They're fanzines. About 
your chosen computer. So 
here's David Croolces, 
writing about tbo fanzines, 
written for you! 

News 

• Jonathan Brunhead has. announced that Amszine, 
Ms 'zine, has changed from paper to disc. Want 
more details? Then write to Gayton, Laneside Road, 
New Wis, Via Stockport SKI 2 4LU 

• Another World is now up to its third issue and we 
haverVt had a review, Come on, Richard- Anyway it 
costs S. 1.50+SAE+disc and. by all accounts, it's a 
stormer. Contact 
Richard Avery at 35 
Maribor ough Vjew t 
Cove, Famborough, 
Hants GUI 4 9YA. 
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CPC Sou* Wert 

Amstrsd UHer 

Group Magazine 

PRICE: SOp 

EDITOR: 

Oave Stitson 

AOORESS: 

4 Connaught Avonuo, Mutloy. Plymouth Pt4 7BX 

What a catchy name, il. iusl rolte off the tongue, 
doesn't rt? Anyway CPCSWAUGM (wrf, you didn't 
think I was going to type thai fcttte lot in again, rkl 
you?) is a fanzine that is aimed at CPC bods in That 
canty bit of southern Britain that is usually called the 
South West, And if s cheap (the fanzine* not the 
South West) but, untortunatety, it shows, 

Now Dave has ashed me to be a little oil lenient 
on his new offering, because, as he points out, it is 
only hrs third foray into magazine publishing so let us 
lake a closer look. First impressions count for a lot 



so Dave has enlisted the illustrious illustrator, John 

Reilry, to put together an impressive front cover. 

However, it is only when you take a peek >nsjde 
the magazine realisation dawns lhat it needs quite a 

bit of work doing, CPCSWAUGM is a bit like you 
feel while waiting at the back of the queue in a 
burger ban empty and wearity waiting for some 
sumptuous tasty delight to fill that space. 

Some of the pages ol the magazine look as if 
they have been the result of an explosion in a 
font factory. They are cluttered and need a touch 
ol fluidity so they look as if they belong to the 
same magazine, but how many people can claim 
to be a whi? at designing first-class pages as soon 
as Ihey get hold of a new DTP package? 

In terms of content ire magazine takes a look 
into the air and shouts: 'Eureka!'. Pleasant type-iris 
fin a few pages and there is some neat advice 
being bandied about. A handy look at software on 
the cheap is included together with a groovy GAC 
tutorial and a smattering of reviews. It has to be said 
thai, none of this is prize-winning material but it 
certainly bolsters the fanzine. 

The S64.Q0O million dollar 
question: should you boy it' To which 
the carrot-gold answer is "yes 1 ', 
Especially if you come from the South 
West because you have a chance to 
become part of a user group in your 
area and that should be supported. 

Join a user group and you could 
il matin Kmg-lasling friends:; 

• all join hands and sing the praises of 
the CPC: 

• forge a greater understandrng ol your 
beloved machine, may be; or perhaps 
e you could iusl have a nice chat, swap 
ideas and be better oil tor it. 

Go on, give it a go. At SOp can 
you go wrong? 



Cant* nil 

Appearance: 

Overall: 



59% 
4Q% 

57% 



current issue Ithink about it}. Perhaps thai is why Cm 
going to say something good about the mag, 

Paul Dwerryhouse is the current editor and lakes 
aver from the infamous Uncle Clrve who saved the 
ctub horn the brink of death a couple of years ago. 
Has Paul charged anything, then? 

There has been a mochnreeded attempt at 
brightening up the magazine by adding, screen shots 
and clip art. Pictures were once scarce rn W- 
which meant lhat often there were pages upon 
pages of pure three-column text. It looked smart and 
functional but alter a while it seemed boring. It's 
getting belter but it stifl needs a touch more in the 
way of graphics to strike a superb balance. 

The latest issue of WACCI has more of the same- 
It contains; 

at least a bean bag full of letters; a spot of machine 
code; two tutorials - one on getting the most from 
Pretext and one about creating labels with 
MicroDssign - and reviews, together with an awful 
lot more stuff. 

So, I bet, by now you are thinking: "Hmmrn, 
Serious-minded 

•^•i5\:^S- — - 

CT.50 
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WACCI 

EDITOR: Paul 

Owerryhouse 

PRICE: £1.50 

ADDRESS: 7 

Brunswood Green, Hswarden, 

Deeside, Clywd CHS 3JA » 01244 534942 

WACCI goes horn strength to strength. Perhaps 

that's why there's a tger adorning the cover ol Ihe 



magazine." Wefl, you'd be correct 

It's unfortunate that WACCI ignores games 
because they are such a major part of the scene 
especially with so many PD games and a crop of 
new releases lust around the corner but then ags 
WACCI caters lor a niche market and they do that 
tremendously weH. 

The brilliantly written articles, scrawled by its 
members, are a testament to the latent out there in 
CPC land and make Ihe magazine tniy the best CPC 
fanzine around. Nothing can (ouch H for sheer 
professionalism in production and approach. 
The amount of heebies that are given away, for 
. example, comprehensive library guides lo 
all new members, coupled with all of the 
benefit's of being a member (see AA1 1 1 ) 
make WACCI a "must have" commodity, 



Content: 
App«.rancn: 

Overall: 



©o% 

S3% 

90% 
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■nothing a bit more 
native with your joystick, 

Ise you'll go blind, advises 

ichard Wildoy. 



F 



Fou can easily incorporate joysticks into your 
own BASIC and assembly language 
programs in much the 5am* way as you 
would use any normal keyboard incur, 

When using the NKEY commands to read the 
keyboard. Joystick , the standard, takes the 
keyboard values 72 - 76 as shown m the diagram 




J*Tfli<k ibewlwf hwyfcow f il ¥ ■ ! ■ « . 

here (note that these are not the same as ASCR 
values). The less commonly-used joystick 1 takes 
the values 48 - 53. however, 

Listing 1 gives you a quck and simple method of 
(Oy stick scermng m BASIC using the WKEY method 
You bave to Insert these dries into your main game 




Making 
yevr 

k«y«<Mr« 
'■ » *pi y*wr 

joystick ii 



loop for it to work. This way is particularly easy to 
implement rf your program has a redefine keys 
tunction, 

Another, slightly more complex, way of reading 
the joystick port in BASIC is to use the command 
JOY. JOV returns a 6brt value read from the given 
port according to the following table which shows 
which bits witftm the byte that wi be set 

BIT Director 
OUp 

1 Down 

2 Left 

3 Right 

4 Fire 1 
5rVfl2 

So, if XMO) or JOWl> returns the vate 5 which is 
000101 m bmary thus brls and 2 are set indicating 
that the joystick being moved diagonaBy up/Veff< An 
example of this method is gjven m listing 2, 
Obviously, when incorporating this, or listing I. into 
your own programs change the PRINT statements 
for co-ordinate adjustments of your sprite 

Avoid writing programs that are dependent on 
the second fire burton as not all joysticks support 
this function. Likewise avoid programming for 
joystick 1 as this requires either a joystick splitter, 
currently available Irom OJ Software I see box, below 
r ighi) or the quite hideous Amstrad JY2 joystick thai 
was bundled with the CPC, lor a brief penod. along 
with some software that would make you ashamed 
to admit you own an Amstrad. Do bear m mind, 
however, thai the CPC Plus machines do have the 
two joystick ports bunt in. 

Enough ol the basics (tousy pun - Ed), if s time 
to get yer assemblers out. The firmware call &BB24 
has the same function as the BASIC command JOY 
command. It can be used accordingly m your main 
game loop as directed m the small demonstration in 
guise of listing 3 which was written with MAXAM «n 
mind though it should work wtfh most assemblers. 

Mow cobble this information together with the 
guide to programming and displaying sprites given 
in Amstrad Action 1 1 2. page 1 6, m the machine 
code tutorial by Rob Buckley and you should, have 
some characters of your own, and, under control. 



Li st in 



¥ command 



40 TJ UttEif<75K>-l TKDl PRINT JRICHTt 
58 IF INKE1f(7S)0-i THIN PRINT JL1I J| 
H IF IKKtY<77)0-l THE* HUM JIM 3 
70 «!0 10 

Listing 2 

The BASIC JOY conrnwd 

10 IF JOY(0>=iXl THEN PRINT JPt 
20 IT JO¥(0>:M1O1 THEN PRIM! JF/LEFTI 
30 IF JO¥f0):^l«l THEN HINT _ur/RK«n 
48 IF J0m>:UUBfl THEM P1IMI JJJTI 
SO IF JOY (0)-« 1000 THDf PI TNT JHCHI) 
209 COW 10 



Listings 




You get the idea... 




Z80 example code for BASIC JOY command 


Firmware call &B824. 
Ht MM 




■ !•** 




ull t»H 


ittiLM 


W 1 


;i» it lit MtUnNMl 


Ull 1,19 


S If » tusk UP 


»l 


lit it bit ptttri M«ll 


ull I,lm m 


ill i« ftiicl MM 


trt 


:it it hit Mttrneian um> 


rtl Z 


III ii tid, 


jr Ittr 




Id liMftwdi 




Ire hi 




Id (ifcoid),M 


lltcrrtii Ui# f codrd iMtf 


r«t 


lltMrl 


.fw 




11 k),«i»ri> 




itt hi 




id <jt*ri),U 


jl»ETUlr tlit i ttn-ilMlf 


rtl 


i Ktturi 



Your joystick 
in their hands 



10 H HKE¥m>tM TUN PRIM JP1 
20 IT IHKIVm)<>-l THEN PRINT JOHN 
30 IF D0EI¥(?4X>-I THIN PRINT JIFT) 



OJ Software. 

273 Mo»y Lea Road. 

Wn ghtinKion. Fir Wtgan. 

Lanes. WN6 WN 

? 0257 421915. 

Joystick iplrttftr £2.99 
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Is PD rubbish written by 
ten-year-olds? Is 
commercial software 
expensive and overated? 
Angela Cook sets out to 
explore and, perhaps to 
explode, the stereotypes.. 
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Some PD is ve'y good and commercial 
releases live up to their hype and beyond 
[take Fluff, Prehistorik 11 and MegaBiasters, 
for example). There are also releases thai defy the 
battering they receive (for example, Bail Searing. 
Black Jack and Cribbage). So, do the stereotypes 
hold true? (We are talking mainly games here, folks]. 

Puzzled? You should be 

This genre has had people going for years. Tefris is 
one of the main contributors It's a game of mental 
torture from behind the Iron Curiam and also 
one of the earliest, most cloned and also 
most publicised games around. 

What's Tetris about? Well, you 
'simply' have to slip all the differently 
coloured, shaped blocks into place, to 
form a wall. If s the sort of game you 
can pick up for 'jusl a few minutes', then 
realise that you have missed an eivlire 
episode of Red Dwarf on tlw telly. 

The graphics are nol bad in the commercial 



Isn't that 
a bit Rich! 

Richard WildBy is "Sentinel Software'. He sells ail 
sorts of games, including ZapTBalte. Bait Bearing. 
Black Jack, Cribbage and others. After a lot of 
ummlng and erring, I finally not something ml of 
Richard, here's what lie had to say.... 



AAr What is your general opinion of Commercial 

and PD Software? 

fhati I think Pl> is great, There are tots of good 

things coming over from Europe right now. 

Recently though, the quality has got a Eat better. 

because of the competition. Commercial software 

Is a bit thin on the ground at the moment. 

Unfortunately, there is not really enough incentive 

for the programmers or distributers. 

AA; What dtd: you hope to achieve by opening 

Sent Ine I Software? 

RWfi A good and reliable service to loyal CPC 

users , 

Mi Oo you think that there are too many PD 

libraries around, and that the same programs are 

being distributed throughout? 

niftJ: Yes, and yes. I dent like people opening up a 

library for the sake of ii - especially when they 

have got nothing to add to it, And the same stuff 

goes right through PO libraries. In one sense 

that's good, though , because that way you can 

keep with one trusted library. 

JUL Is commercial software getting better in 

quality? 

RWt Yes. because there is more access to 
computer learning, and there is not the sort of 
social segregation like previously, I think that now, 
most people are involved In lots of different 
aspects of the CPC scene, and ore not just home 
consumers. 
■ * Do you think that the quality of PD if 
comparable to commercial software? 
RWi No. 

AA; With the increasing amount of PD being made 
available, {to you think It is taking over 
commercial software, or ever will? 
RW; Yes, I think it will eventually, especially in the 
case of the CPC But Other formats are now 
leaning a tot towards PD and Shareware. 

February i^i^amstrad action 




version, but. the control is reasonably difficult. The 
music is pretty good, but there's not much in the 
way of sound effects. 

The Facehugger version, called Power Tehls, has 
excellent graphics, very smooth scrolling, and the 
pieces are easy to control, There are multilayer 
options, too. There is a good theme when you select 
your gameplay, but you only get sound effects once 
you are in the game. PD wins on this one, Although 
half the PD clones of re-Iris are not much cop, 

Max is another puiile game winch everybody at 
AA loves. It involves dropping coloured tiles into 
certain positions to gain points, Ktsx is 
colourful, noisy and exciting. One of the 
only Klattdones is Cdevrs - a cross 
between Tetr«s and Wax. The 
commercial company Dcmark wins 
by a longshot. although Cclevrs is 
redly in a class of if s own. 

Arcade at that! 

Thrust is a commercial arcade-style shoot-'em 
up and an excellent game. The graphics ate 




Richard Wildoy: I think that PD it great 

AA: What are the benefits and drawbacks of 

commercial software, as opposed to PD? 

RWi From a programmer's point of view, you can 

make more money from commercial software, 

although not much. However, PD does serve the 

use of being able to to test your programming 

style before you move on to bigger things. Isn't 

there some saying about dipping your toe into 

water or something? 

AAi Do you think PD and commercial software are 

at war, or are they helping each other? 

RWi I think they do help and complement each 

other. PD Is a good place for programmers to 

start out. 

AAi What bit of advice would you give to 

somebody wanting to start a commercial 

business, like yourself? 

RW: Dent - unless you are prepared to put a lot 

at time and effort in it. for not much reward. 

AA: What are your favourite commercial and PD 

games? 

RWt Gryzcr. and Prehistortk II, PUiMpy and some 

clone of Minesweeper for Pf>. 

AAi Do you program yourself and, if so, what are 

some of the things you have done? 

RW: Yes. I programmed TU55, an excellent sprite 

searcher. 

AA; Yeah, the one we have all heard of. By the 

way, I happen to jinx people I interview, 

rlu: Thanks, remind me to do you a favour seme 

lime, too. 

Contact Richard Wildey at 

Sentinel Software, 41 Enmc-rc Gardens, 

East Sheen. London, SW14 BRF. 




simplistic, but effective. There is no m-gaine music, 
only Ihe sound effects. Fortunately. The atmosphere 
may have been ruined if there had been some 
ghastly Eighties tune accompanying it. The idea is to 
fry your spaceship from plane! lo planet collecting 
things then blow up the planet afterwards! 

Most PD games reach a similar standard, but not 
hi the same way, I have no specific game m mind, 
but many PO clones cannot overtake the original. 
Lets call it a draw on this one, because many 
games do surpass Thrust, 

The Gauntlet saga is another breed of arcade 
game, ft has no real storyline, other than you must 
survive for as long as possible, and get to the next 
level. You can be a warrior, wizard, valkyrie or an elf. 

It has good, although not wonderful, graphics 
and is shot' (rom a position that is almost directly 
overhead. Al three games are fun. and two-player 
action is a must. Again, I have no specific PD image 
in mind, simply because PD has not reached this 
standard or type of gamepiay, Commercial software 
wins this battle. 

PacnWan, PacGirt, Pac ThfrKidS-Off-To-School. 
and now Pac-Land. Pac-Manis another commercial 
game that has been cloned to death. But the PD title 
Pad and" is different. It is not better, but different. In 
this one, you go out and collect cherries. The 
graphics are bearable, Ihe sonies are bearable, the 
game-play is bearable. Come off it, if you are going 
to do a game, do it well, as my mum says, 

PD must ww tins one, Most of the Pac-Man 
clones are above average, and the sheer number, 
together with all their twists and gunks has got to be 
worth something. 

CfrucJoe Egg - ah, another commercial favourite. 
I remember playing this on a BBC years ago at 
school. The graphics on Ihe CPC version are exactly 
the same, mode and neat, rather like Thrust. The 




Kluu the way, ah ha, ah ha, we Ilka III 
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Just Arthur minute 
of your time 
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Arthur Cook Is a tape librarian for WACCI, He has 
just opened King Arthur'* Domain PD Ufarary'. 

AAj What is your opinion of Commercd! and PD 
Software? 

ike everything, there Is good and bad. This 
holds true in PD and commercial software, the 
difference being that with PD you are paying a lot 
less, and can afford to take Iho risk. 
AAi Why did you open a PD library? 
AC: I wanted (o tokft it over io stop another library 
closing with tome very good software in It. I took it 
over from Barrio Snail, the person who wrote 
Black Jack did Crrbftage 
Ut Do you think (hat there are too many PD 
libraries about, distributing the same software? 
AC: Like everything else, you Just have to sift 
through it. You get good and bad libraries. I hope 
mine will be a good one. Only the customer* will 
know, however, 

There It so much PD around, and people are 
always writing more, whether it's good or had. it Is 
still PD. The other thing is, that you can even team 
from bad PD programming. If you are any sort of 
a programmer, you would think; 

f can do bolter than that', and then provo it, 
MM Do you think that PD is getting bettor In 
quality, if so, why? 

I os, There is more publicity towards it. 
Amitrad Action are now doing bits on 
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backdroo Is black which contrasts with green 
platforms, transparent blue birds, and a fat little 
yellow man thai you control. This was one ol the old 
ones that was half decent 

Cbuckh Fgg if isn't bad. Basically it involves 
running around the chicken pen collecting eggs. On 
|he later levels {which are exactly the same as the 
earlier levels) a big yellow bird like the one from 
Sesame Street is let loose on you 

Overall, this is a pretty good sort of game. 
Again, there is no exact PD equivalent, so HI call it a 
draw again, PD has so much lhai never even 
features in commercial software. 

Surety fluff is the best game the Plus has ever 
seen? Maybe, maybe not. The graphics. 



Arthur Coakr PD Is tti***, it's t* fatt el ill* 
it (a whole two pages every month f wj'W have you 
know- Ed). Even in the PC line, you have 
shareware and the like. Also, there is more 
awareness of programming concepts. Groups tend 
to stick together and help each other out to 
produce great programs. The Europeans, 
especially, do this. 

AAi Is the quality of PD comparable to 
commercial software, and is ft bridging the gap 
that commercial software has left? 
AC: In some cases PD quality iurpAises 
commercial. For example. USWEEP. There are so 
many good games on the PD market, you cannot 
Ignore Itiem. And that's coming from essentially a 
non'games player! 

In my opinion. PD has to take over in those 
Instances whore commercial software Is no longer 
so readily available, 
AAi Do you think PD and commercial software are 



however, are top-notch; the 
animation is smooth and scrolts well 
and the tune is quite good although 
there are no sound effects. The 
jjarncplay is wonderful, the plot, 
though, could be better. 

fluff cannot be heralded as a 
game, but a creation, Well, if Rob 
Buckley (the fMf programmmer) is 
God Ihen he has a few more 
miracles to perform,,. There are a 
few bugs in the program, some of 
mem good. But he fried to lob me 
oft with an excuse about it being so well coded tor 
other effects that something had to give. Yeah, right! 

Commercial wins this one; PD just cannot 
compete. I would also like to add that I have played 
all three Some tile Hedgehogs, in all their different 
forms, and I still reckon Fluff is better, even without 
a two-player mode. Maybe Fh/ft 2 could rectrfy this 
(and include a scoreboard, too). 

MegaBSasters is, another wonderful game 
This one comes from Germany, Is it a Super 
Bornoer Man clone? Maybe the SNES 
edition copied it from us? No matter 
this game comes on two discs 
and contains something like 
lMr>wortri of action, 
adventure and 
mystery. 

Some 
of the 



at war, Or arc they helping each other? 

AC: Well, they should get along well, but In my 

opinion they aren't really. Commercial software 

houses are not keen on PD, because It Is 

taking money away from them. But PD Is (hero, it 

1 1 a fact of life, and they have simply get to learn 

to live with it 

AAj What bit of advice would you give to 

somebody wanting to open a PD library? 

AC: Think about it. Sotting this sort of thing up 

takes a lot of hard work, and you aren't going La 

make a fortune out of it 

AAi What are your favourite commercial and PD 

games? 

AG: Arkanoid. Ktax, Stoc^roarfcel and Advanced 

PinbaJJ Simulator are all good, As for PD, I could 

not pick out a favourite, because it would b« 

detrimental to the others. 

JUb Do you do any programming yourself . and if 

so, what have you done? 

AGi I do only very limited programming. I have. 

however, co-written a program to completely run 

a 10-pin bowling league which includes scores, 

points, averages, handicaps, the whole caboodle. I 

did that because I am the president of two leagues 

and our local bowling team. 

AAi Dlif you know that I have a Midus Touch, 

except ft jinxes things and people? 

AC ; I had heard about that, but I (end to reflect 

things, like a mirror! 

Vou can write lo Arthur Cook at: King Arthur's 
Domain, Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road. 
Worthing, West Sussex, GNU 3NQ. 
If you want a copy of the catalogue, send a disc 
(3-Inch or 3.5-inch) and an SAE. 



Pec/atid 
patki'om in 
and *nmr*B 
PP wins the 




PD is short for Public Domain. It basically means lhai people write software- lor 
fun, for other people, and for the good of the machine. They then submit this work 
Into the Public Domain sector. Here, there aro libraries which collect those programs 
together, as a service, for which Ihoy (usually) charge a small copying foe, normally no more 
than a pound. This software Is free for anybody to copy it as often at they like. There are loads of 
PD libraries around, chock the Amscone Directory |seo page 4), 

Shareware is a similar thing, extent that you send money to the programmer If you use the 
program. Tlili Is more usual on the PC and the Amiga than on the CPC. 
For the best, and the latest in the public domain section, check out Keith Woods' Public Image on page 6. 
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Would you 
to play? 



like 
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Now we've t«ld you About aM thW* Karnes you want to 

your handt on them, right? Well, hare's your chance.. . 

Simply answer the question below on a postcard or 

back of an envelope, stale whether you can take 

tape/disc/cartridge. and tend it to: I want a 

game. Amstrad Action, Future Publishing. 

30 Monmouth Street, Bath. Avon. 

BA1 2BW to arrive before Thursday, 

23 February. 1995 

Question: which lochic bod 

wrote the soundtrack for 

Fkift and which CPC 

magazine doe* ha 

write for? 



Difficult, 
i«rt It? 



frosty, 
ice wot rd, 
tire quite 

exceptional, 

The music is 
pretty good, some of 
which you win recognise 

Irom the charts, TMs is a 
game lor one to four players, in 
two drhferent game types, 
Honestly now, what more could 
your CPC possibly ask for next Christmas? 
Commercial must definitely win this one. 



Just like the real thing? 

The simulator is a genre that must have had its day, 
with Fruit Machine and Rally sims all over the shop. 
But strangely not- Anybody remember Stocfcmariret? 

What a game! Your chance to make a million 
Irom dealing in metal shares! Sim Crty keeps us on 



SEC MM 




Sim-ply the belt? Sim Cityi about making 
money which, believe or not, can be dull. 



Where are 
they at? 

Try the following or 
check out the ad* In 
Amttrad Atilam 

Capri Merketlng Limited 
0630 891023/891 101 

OJ Software 
0257 421015 

Radical Software 
0003 200720 

The Trading Pp»t 
- 0O52 463135 



5*^ 



MoaaOlartent ou 



Bel ^T tJiissame 

^r money-making 
scheme. Build a 
" city, please the citizens 
and make ioadsa dosh. 

The graphics are 
bearable, but the 
movement is slow. It is the 
gameplay which grips, but 
even that can sometimes 
be dull. 

Asset is one type of 
interior StocAmarifettke 
game in PD. Its not as 
good. What is good, 

however, is a game called Mag-Edit You can get to 
be editor ol Amsttad Action and see if you can pull 
in the punters tf prefer 'be of service to the renders' 

- Ed). Similar commercial games are Software 
House and Software Star. 

Really, commercial could win Ihis one, because 
of the sheer volume of stuff made, and because 
most of it is more in-depth than PD. However, as 
both gave a good eflort, I think Ihis is a draw, too. 

Look who's talking 

I must be more famous (and lively) than Terry Wogan 
for my interviews. No sooner do I interview 
someone, then they leave the CPC scene, (A certain 
member of the Tory party wouJd tie a good subject 

- Ed.) (Make that the whote Tory party - Ed.) 

However, I decided to go and jinx two more 
unsuspecting people, anyway, in the guise of asking 
what they thought about the current PD and 
commercial scene. . . 

I spoke to Richard Wildey of Sentinel Software, 
{see the Isn't that a bit Rich? box on page 1 2) and 
Arthur Cook of King Arthur's Domain tsee the Just 
Arthur minute of your time, box on page 1 3J. about 
their views on commercial and PD software... 

Richard said that PD is a great pface for 
programmers (and programs) to start out. A game 
catted Doom was released into Shareware. It did 
very well so the ownmg company decided to release 
what turned out to be Doom 2. commercially. 

Crafty? Maybe. It's a good way of testing (he 
water (that's what Richard was trying to say), and it 
certanry worked in this case. 

It's so unfair**. 

Over Itwse four pages we looked at some games 
and some of their PD equivalents. Commercial 
software, on the whole, seems to have Ihe better 
graphics, gameplay, somes and general, 'oomph', 
But are they too expensive? 

Think for a moment. .. What price did you pay 
for the games you used to be able to buy in 
Wodies? It was around £ 1 4.99 per disc. The better 
the game, the more extortionate the price. 

Recently, the game Who sari that? was released 
priced £13.95, Some people thought mis was 
excessive. MegaSiasters costs £13.99, but il does 
come on two discs and possibly, therefore, 
represents better value? When Lethal Moves is 
released (see the Radical Moves box), it is likely to 
be a two-dtsc game priced around £14. Star Driver 
and Masters of Space were cheaper at a tenner, but 
were the games as good as those just mentioned? 

At school we were taught that it you drop your 
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A mm* ef which can* first? chwelt/e or 
the egg? PD can't compete with this. 

price you self more and subesquentty make a bigger 
profit. That was the theory not the praebce. Think 
about 8a# Bearing. At £5,95 it is cheap and very 
playable. At £7,95 Fluff (Plus only! beats the socks 
off Some (m my opinion). Therefore, these games, 
by being cheaper, should have sold more and made 
Radical Software a larger profit. TNs was not the 
case. MegaSiasters sold than more copies in two 
months than fluff has sold m nine. 

So, what about PD? 

It is very cheap. You often get a whole disc packed 
with software lor about £1 which is one-fourteenth 
the price of MegaBtesters and probably ten times 
less than the games. So why is PD not as popular? 
Why aren't PD fanatics banging down the doors of 
KAD and other good libraries? Because most PD is 
"not of broadcast quawy as the BBC would say- 
Some games, Worm Sbckers, by Facehugger, lor 
example, can offer a few hours' entertainment but. 
generally, PD lacks the essential excitement and 
versatility of commercial games. 

Stick with the few commercial games that are 
soli available, give them your support, and look at 
PO as an added bonus, not a gao filter . 



Radical Moves 

AA's own Rah Buckley is currently sprucing, up 
Lethal Moves. It should he ready in the spring 
and include seme outstanding graphics, 
gameplay and opptfons. 

Look out for a hill dissection and 
discussion of Lethal Moves in AA soon. 
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If you like getting up at 4.30 on a Sunday morning and hanging 
around a muddy field to boat the scrummage at the car boot sale 
do! If not, try the AM Reader ads first* They are here for you. 



WANTED 



Prince of Persia, will buy or swap, 
« 01223 3122450 or write to 
Bence. 46 Grantchester Road, 
Cambridge CB3 9ED. 
J»ck Nicklaus Got! on cassette for 
CPC464 for cash- 
it 01 384 37051S. 
Dead or dying 6128+ wanted. 
Spares or repair, reasonable 
condition as long as all bits are 
there and intact, M Wrtkjnson, 26 
Northumberland Ave, Newfciggm-by- 
tbe-Sea. Northumberland NE64 6RJ 
v 01670 856109 
Wanted for Spectrum Football 
Director or Football Director two or 
the double two. 
Ray "01705 610772, 
Alient disc, boxed with aH 
instructions, wifl pay up to £9 for 
good condition Peter v 01275 
817627 (6pm 7 .30pm}. 
GAC (Graphic Adventure 
Creator) and manual (tape). Anton 
» 01803 832352 urgently. AH 
reasonable offers considered. 
WMt View. Old Mill Lane. 
Dartmouth TQ6 DHL 
Lemmings for the CPC 464+ on 
tape. Will swap for Dizzy Panic, 
Ninja Warriors, She Vampires, Tflird 
or Grand Prix 2. 
83 The Crescent, CnesteHe-Street. 



Co Durham DH2 2DY. 
Any serious utilities wanted - 
cash or exchange. Also MP 3 and 
Video Digitizer - Krtf or m okay if 
complete. « 01952 401462, 
CPC6128 keyboard (disc drive) 
onrt, George, The Slade, 
Bough spring, Chepstow. Gwent 
NP6 7JL. 

GAC beginner requires Ihfi GAC 
manual, must be m gc, win pay £2. 
Oonal McBrien, Corrabstune, 
Derrylm, EnmskiUen, Co Fermanagh, 
N Ireland BT9 29EE. 
Hero Quest and Witch Lord 
Expansion and Space Crusade, Will 
swap lor Lemmings and Turtles, All 
boxed, on disc with instructions. 
Donai McSrien, Corratistune, 
Derryim, Enmskiilen. Co Fermanagh, 
N Ireland BT9 29- 

Scrabble De-Luxe disc for 61 28. 
Owen * 01703 862628, 10 
Jennings Road, Totton, S Oton 
S040 3BB. 

Freddy Hardest on disc. Will pay. 
or swap for Rock'n'Roli. I will buy for 
£8 or under. Ian ■* 01295 670513. 
Help! I need SimCrty, Or Dooms 
Revenge and Snow Slnke for 
CPC464 cassette. I will pay £5 for 
each, Please help me! 
Wanted for 464. (tapes only} 
Sorcery Highway Encounter and 
Chess games, Mrs Gibbs. 3 Wood 
Field Drive, Sawtry, Huntingdon. 
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Want iem* »ttwori? Want to gat rid o4 lomeHtJitg? Tow 're 
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Ward ** *•* boM - and 4a*d It to: R saner Ad*, Amitrad 

Arrfon, 30 Monmouth Str»ot, Both Avon BA1 2BW. 
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Does anyone out there have Annals 
of Rome [disc or tape), for sate? 
Good price paid Phil Ramsay. 12 
Naseby Avenue, Blackley, 
Manchester M9 6JY. 
Treble Champions/British Super 
League cassettes for the Amsirad 
CPC464 wanted. Arundel Close, 
Ryde, Isle of Wight PD3 31 BS. 
SimCily on disc for 61 28 with 
manual. Will pay £10. 
Ian * 01202 887418. 
Needed now! Ail PD available. Send 
PD on 2Unch dtse or tape wi(h a SAE 
for return. J Cunningham, 10 
Lapwwg Lane. Norton. Cleveland 
TS20 1LT. 

Abba switch lor an Amstrad 
CPC6128 wanted desperately. 
Will pay £5-£10. 
Jonathon* 01 663 744863. 
8-bit printer port wauled lor 
Amstrad CPC61 28 around £16. Ray 
» 01 2D3 362063 (Coventry). 
Spy vs Spy one. two or three. Will 
pay £2-£3, «■ 01 733 208245. 1 19 
Fdstrea Road, Whrttlesea, 
Peterborough PE7 2AD. 
LocoScrfpt Professional 
Software for the PC 1 51 2$D. 
« 0131 229 8293. 
Jack Nicklaus Golf, will pay cash 
or swap for eight games, including 
Head over Heels. ArkanonJ, Wizbal, 
Short Circurt . Mark Payne 
« 01 527 4038 13. 
Lemmingt on tape wanted for 
Amstrad CPC464, wi« pay £2.50. 
Vivian » 01 446 794355. 
Second Disc Drive, secondhand, 
reasonable condition I will give 
selection of games, including 
The Duel, Stunt Bike and covertapes 
33 and 35- » (weekends) 
01828 640483. 
Manual for Amstrad DMP 2000 
printer, ? L Bartey. 1 1 Eartsgate 
gardens, Wmterton. Scunthorpe, 
South HumOerside DN1 5 9TN, 
»r 01 724 735149. 
Elite for CPC464. will buy or Swap 
Tal Ceti, New Zealand story and 
Saboteur, Stuart v 01524 859260 
after 5pm. 

Pipeline software, games and 
utilities wanted. Mine have 
corruptecE Also selling 3D 
construction kit, my type^ins, and 
other cassette games. 
Nicholas » 01283 541716. 
Video and Music PC Like your 
homemade videos or musk; tapes 
to be sold all over Britain? I*H swap, 
buy anything. « 01259 731518. 
Desperately seeking SimCrty to 
restore domestic harmony. Can you 



help? Terry » 01634 81 4501, 
Chart Attach Compilation on disc, 
will pay £4-£12. Or Switchblade on 
cassette or disc, will pay £4. 
Nandantr 01 704 576795, 
Early AA mags, I need 2, 13, 18 
and 22. Besl price plus return 
postage for clean copies. I have 6 
and 10 plus ACU Nov 1990 for 
exchange. George Burton ■ 01332 
751657 (after 6pm>. 
Eprom Programmer with dhc 
software, prefer Myogenics, but 
others considered, Trevor * 01482 
878949, 

BAT adventure game as reviewed 
in AA68. WiH buy lor £8 or swap sot 
tape games, Jordan » 01674 
830534 (4- 7pm) 

I want your PD adventures, 1 78k 
for just one adventure. Come on. 
what do you have to lose? 
Moonshine PD. ) 9A Kenyan Avenue, 
Garden Village. Wrexham, Oywd. 
LLH2SP. 

SuperCaic 2 wanted for Amstrad 
61 28 Can you help? Alan Hall ■ 
01454 773343 (Bristol area). 



FOR SALE 



Amstrad 6128 Plus with colour 
monitor, games, joypad £1 20 ono. 
Waseemw 01 484 518416, 
(Huddersfiekl). Buyer collecls. 
Lots o* CPC goodies Pretext with 
manual, database, Amscalc, new 
3nnch diskettes, other software 
(disc and lapel, joystick. 1 00 
games, diskette box and dust 
cover Colin » 01621 741891. 
CPC612B+ with colour monitor . 
model CM. 14 stereo, keyboard, 
ullities disc, manual, joystick, VGC. 
£100 ono. pfcil* 0181 292 5584 
(after 6pm). Enfield. 
Amstrad computer magazines, 
82 in total {75 Amstrad Actions), 
some wtfh cover tapes Also four 
Amstrad computer books, a) very 
good condfbofl, but no splits, 
Bargain — £40. 
■ 01226 20 7693 (Bamsley). 
Seirosha quality printer. 
SPI8Q/YC for sale or exchange, or 
part exchange with Mulhface 2, 
ROMboard, Video Digitizer, or any 
serious components/utilities for 
6128/464. » 01952 401462. 
Amstrad CPC464 colour 
monitor, keyboard, over 100+ 
games, 2 joysticks, Amstrad user 
manual, all VGC. including computer 
desk- £100 ono. 
v 01602 326476 (Hkestonl, 
Amstrad 6128 colour, manual, 
Mutaface 2. tape recorder, lots of 
games, discs and tapes - £150. 
• 01509 230403. 
Disc version of Lemmings, Works 
perfectly, full instructions, boxed - 
£16. Cheques payable to Martm 
McBnen. SAE to Donai McBrien. 
Corrastistune. Derryin, Enntskillen, 
Co f earmanagh, N Ireland BT92 
9EE. Also Turtles boxed - £11 , 
Games for Sale! Some on tape, 
some on disc. Al at the lowest 
prices around! SAE to Donai 
McBrien, Corrastistune, Derrylin. 
Enntskiten, Co Fearmanagh. N 
Ireland BT92 9E£. 
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(J) MACHINE CODE 






CPC games us* vertical and 
horizontal sprite flipping to 
cat down on duplication of 
data. Rob Buckley follows 
last month's routine with a 
final look at sprite data and 
how to manipulate it to 
save you time and memory. 

lie Id lack of space last month I skipped one 
(of the machine coder's txest friends., the 
loafc-up table. Sprites, with their reams of 
data and various width and height sizes, mean that 
you need to know quickly where you can And a 
precise bit of data, and for this look-up tables are 
the perfect structure. 

The standard table contains essential 
nformabon such as the address of Ibe first byte of 
sprite data, *ilh the height and width, and is 
norrnaty located at the start of such data It might 
also contain data referring to rotating/flipping; the 
sprite, or the address of the last byte, and so on. 

Such a table shows just one tour-byte location, 
which is repeated in a hst for every possible sprite. 
This means that for 32 sprites you have 32 1st slots 
of four bytes each which gives you 1 28 bytes. To 
access the table try using the code in Listing One. (A 
needs to contain Ihe spnte number.) 

You now have all Ihe information you require 
from tbe sprite to able to place it on the monitor 
(See Listing TwcU 

The routine in Ltst*ng Two is a very sanpte sprite 
pusher. You can easily display a sprite upside down. 
You just need to change: 
e the CALL #BC26 (firmware call lor Down one 
ptxefl to CALL #BC29 (call for Up one pixel] 
O HL to height pixels further down the screen 
because the spnte starts from the bottom upwards 
rather than from the top downwards. 

However, you can't do this using the sprite 
routine from last time because it only works from 
the top down and a similar approach with flipping 
honiontatty is very slow because flipping the 
bytes around doesn't work. 

Due to the way the CPC sen - 
mapped each byte displays 
information for either two, 
four or eight pixels 
depending on the 
mode, so evert 
though you have 
moved the 
flipped byte 5 
the contents 
also need 1o 
be flipped. 
Use the 
method that 

ACTION 





is shown m Listing Three wi Ihe box below. 

Since, for most programs, this would be too 
slow in repetitive use you need another approach to 
Flipping ihe sprite when you want to display rt, 
namely converting it once, crverwnhng the original, 
and convening it back when you need it. You can do 
this because you norrnaty have a spnte go«ig one 
way or the other at any given time, unless you have 
two copies of the same sprite on screen at once 

Listing Four shows a routine which reverses a 
spnte specified by register A. Use tf* smaB routine 
m Ustmg Five to call the flip spr rte routine. 
To invert a sprite you use a rather different 

LISTINGS 



Listing One 

SprittFisi; LI 
HMUrLSpntfJiblf 

m a 

Om M a tines ihv 
tar J 

Abb 

LP E.A 

Lb b.rt 

Abb HL.bE 

(NI dh tontaju 

Itcitiea of Jm&o 

cfiti.) 

LbI,(HL> 

(Lud* U lil| SUrt 

of urittJ 

INC HL 

LI > I (ML> 

INC HL 

LB C,<HL) 

(C u JtfrijMJ 

IHC HI 

Lb fUHL) 

IB is MjrfUi.) 

LET 

Listing Two 

Wtwirts HL is 

ttoittin Sfr*erv 

Address , « 1 K to 

can* tram 

SpnttFimt,) 

PUSH ML 

U M 

Lb (St), A 

Loop 

LI MbE) 

era 

JPZ.Skip 

Lb <HL),A 
Skip 



BJN3 Loop 
POP HL 
CALL llCif 
Lb A, tit) 
Lb M 
DEC C 
lb l,C 
CF 

JF NJ.Spntf 
KIT 



Listing 
Three 

ReverseByteModeQ 

ffl contain* the hi* 

to be rtvkriri.) 

Lb t ,fl (ttfifttiry 

it9tt.> 

m fSJij/t * right.) 

m xOlfliOLDl 

LI C>A (Stuff rttnH 

ID Q.i 

LI «,B 

HA (Shift A tilt.) 

mid Kieioiau 

OB C Wast result 4 
C iwtthfr.l 

SET (A tw 
caatuni rrffriAf 
bait.) 



Listing 
Four 

FhpSprrte 
PirSHK 
POSH 11 
Lb Hj 
Lb <it>,6 
SwapByte 



method. You use the next address on the look-op 
table to give you HL as the end of the sprite minus 
the width to put you at the start of the last hne on 
that sprite. However, once you successfully copy a 
Jne from the top and bottom you have to reduce HI 
by two lines. See Listng Six. 

To use the invert spnte routine load A with the 
sprite to invert, and cal invert Spnte. You can 
display any sprite using fast month's spnte program 
reversed, upside down or together 

Next month I show you how to convert normal 
rectangular sprites into Kim Basmger shaped 
sprites. Then again maybe I won't. 

Pleat* note: Hi* l|M«» Ik brackets «nd 
italic* ara not part *t tti* cod* - H»y 



til 

L»M 

m 

m X81610191 
Lb C,A 

LD fl,H 
■J 

oi c 

LI (HD,A 
IMC tl 

m hi 

DJtfZ ftuplytt 
Lb A, (St) 
ttlil 

POP »E 

Paste 
LJ UHL> 
LB (bEU 
m OE 
m HL 

wna pi it* 

POP K 

tic I 

Li fl.Q 

en 

JP HZiFhrSprite 

m 

WerkSfiffPS . 



Listing 

Kve * 

Lb Mpritfriunbtr 
CALL Sprite me 
Wttersi BI tritft 
SUrt, f uiitk I € 
ktifrt.) 

Lb Hl,HorkSF*«rW 
(Sfitt to fist 
tmtttiry daU A 

cull rUfHrita tun 
rntiiif J 



ng Six 

iwertSp 

CALL SrrtteFtnd 

m* n 

WC HL 
Lb E,(HL) 
IMC HI 
LI MIL) 

& IE. ML 

uu 

LIU 
SUB HL.BI 
LP A,C 

m 

m mmu 

»PK 
Loopy 
PUSH K 
CALL SuipLiif 
POP IC 
IEC C 
Lb l,C 
CP B 

mi 

PUSH IE 
Lb El 
Lb 1,1 
Ml KL.IE 
SUE KL.IE 
POP II 
JP Lhh 
SwapLme 
Lb 1,011 

uc.i 

Lb A.(«L> 

Lb (IE),I 

U A,C 

LB (HL).* 

IHC fa 

DKH 

M(Z StiipLi»# 

HI 
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Angela Cook and Rob Buckley cover STRINGS, Why? 
prevent you tying yourself In knots over 'em, of course. 
Oil, and because the editor told them to... Or else! 



tot the urtnrtated. are BASIC'S 
way of represer .decs, words, 

and sentences So if you can't strrng a 
ncc together read on (j mt to be 

d). 
Computer language is mai. tors 

■ rig that unlike common numeric variables 
BASIC handles STRINGS in a very different way 
In BASIC 6 icier, which lorms part of a 

word or sei s r epresented m the machine 

by a number, lor example, 
'A -65". "h=104' 

By putting a STRING of numbers together, 

iort program i ■ • lows 

yew lo type a character wh>. its 

ine (or ASCII) value, 

HSU « TOM ■ ■ t pt .r ckmt It/' j $\ inm ISC< 

It) 

In the that you use the dollar 

a STRIN' 
so that BA iiebetwer 

norma! numeric variable. You can now press 
STRhNGs of up to 255 characters. Using trie 
<ASIC uses for numeric 



life # bl-.-T.ij kill KJni-t-<tonvri«Mi»& 
•I.VOHtlM) 

MUG 30 mNlal.bl 

To print these on the screen you use PRINT 
AS.BS as you would normally. No toe that 

- symbol above, which is something 
uld normally assume you could only use 
with numbers. However, in this mstance it means 
*PLUS*f -ADD", for exam i 

"AMSTRAD VACTIOIT-'AMSTRAD ACTION* 

10+30-- ■ .er, does not 

work with any ultipty or 

oeware! By using the program, right, 
you can create some rather amusing [and 



Lottery 

boncmzci 

Let's face It, the country hat gone 
U . lottery crazy. So. due to demand, 

AmslMd Action Ei giving you a 
MOItlll surehro way lo win - with the 

Venture a step AA Lottery Number* 

further to produce • program. Good luck) 

simple adventure gam* and don't for rci 

(although nothing as superb who It ««( that 

as Eve of Shadows - Ed] , whic h , told you,.. 

Jn the words of Nell Armstrong, will 
be: 'One small step for man, one giant 
leap for a gerbil', 



unamusing - Ed) results 
im ifl-in-4ii?i,tioi,tf(» 

HKI Mf<ji J: I 15 -?:UJS »K(kM*T 
MB tt Kl t:t -10 7 -KM bt'it KMT 
MCI «.r$f f:l 10 •MCO-eKOrRUI 
CMC Bllli "to«I»Vliw»ii\"li,wV1Uc)urJ 

■.■Int*",*J**,"»#l*U" 

ent M^n»-*wiTKV. # btin* , .-cK'. 

JUT IP t-4ti V*UJirrV')i ,"• 

trmVfaMticVitlltltVwrii 

«« n-wim jiijkj«w>»- 
trtwo iJii'Wr»; 

The above program, although crude, could, wtth 
care and caretu) pr" g (made a luff 

recovery? - Ed} be built up to produce knutless 
numbers of sentences which make sense. This 
is, in a way. very similar to how adventures are 
programmed (See next month's Amstrad Action.) 
You can maw this more personal by pulling m 

BASIC, howe. out 

i icters and words together. You can, using a 

dtake 
what's requir*' For exam: 

BS'HeUo and how a*e your:PRtNT MI0$(B$,73) 
This extracts the word "AND* trom the 



ice and f.. o use thrs lunchon. In si 

supply ihe STRING variable (B$J then 
character at which to start (the seventh atonf 1 
and lastly I 

Using both MID$ and "+" yoi 
STRING in any way. The next small program 
reverses, a STRING so that it reads backwards. 

lau li WFDITMw 5tn«t*;*tiM ■ 

MJL J8-r«-£il»f*l> 14 I U» -}:»1-M*HI1» 

W.I,l>lW(l 
CM 38-PfitHf-il 

llne^Opri ■nberol 

Characters in any given STRING, 1 4e, IF 

A$=-Hetto" THE LENtASJ wouW be five. 



HFC IfllKH lU:fl:tffl-l<4»hr0t<fe[<ie<41:l1 
FldtlBXI 

tin » ftiHtintinr'rmi feni XivUim ¥«vni 

»t< Ibiif P*n *nd ?mt" irtMl iCAll III II 
PUT »-HU7:MC-t 
L*fer> 4ft- ft=IHT<BNBHi«) ■ 1 1 reit-Ct I ■ TO ■« i IF ■* CO* 

IHHXMB 
Ita 56 .KB I 
Mrt M.«r};*:MEXT 
CKM W-l*-0l-Fil-M-(il:l«*'r>iH8I *:■/(: 

lT^tiHHKiltmtm .Mtt-isillftf 

iHntttm-n 

WJ MFOJI'r=i'W(;MIllT>«(f)r"*J!WI|-l 
-W.WBjfWtl'l.f 



Typing Listings 

• Make sure you type in exactly what we print 

• 0MT the first four letters in each line. They 
are a code which works In conjunction with 
our TypeCftecfcer program below. 

• Only press RETURN when you get to the 
end af a command lino. i\ a command line 
goes on to two lines don't press RETURN at 
the break. Your linos on screen should bri.-iik 
in the same place as in the mag. 

• The dots you see in tome tines (like ilu- 
one between "well' and 'done' in the line 
FRlrtTIUrM -doncl ] in die at* spaces. The 
number of dots lolls you how many spaces. 

TypeChecker 

This program enables you to check whether 
you've typed AA listings In correctly, Type it 
in, then SAVE rt for future use, When you 
want to doublecheck that you typed a Hating 
in correctly: 

• load up TVpeCJieckor; 

• type NEW: 

• type In the listing of your choice: 

• when you have finished type LIST, 

At the end of every lino- a highlighted 
code appears. It should bo irie same as iho 
code printed in front of the same line in AA 
If It Isn't you have typed that line incorrectly, 

MM. IS- ' T-trtCkttkK >ll J< - lvSi*»^r«!f«t 

tr -Itt l«2 
MM 2e-'-F*r-fcistrMI'««li«ii'--F«thc»miii 
tm M-KDWIflSTTf 

CWK 40'»un^ 

UfH «-F«-*«r?*ie»-W'**« 
IJUtJ M-SMSbstH 
CUB 7B-l)i|l*:WftL<JI iinllt} 
FACF ll-F0KI-JKli1i' r »!iU 
CATS ffl'ti«:»ue*lii)li 
1(0 IBB-NDI-lidf 

ttCl 1 II ■ .IF svmOU m- Tlffl ■ filPT \ Clw ck i w 
Err Ml iDfl 

umi us r*H i»»i ( rnji-(»isE);MiE •Aflu.r 

m-tvmt) 

mi in-mi>mM.Khmi-iwsw-fon-a 

ISC.IM 
H«H ije.FRIHM t w eCh*clc*r - VI .8 - Irss ta L I *4| lE 
rffl 

Hiec H«'Mtft'tr J rt.S3,rt,B«,ci,eB r «,j5,cs,i 
tMMMMM 

L*CJ 15B>»llp.tt,ET,lt.n.a,5l,M,]9,&,».l 

8,tJ,>],C]Jl,C3 
LIFJ lie Mtft 60, «, 31,28, CJ,fl«,« f JE.lt ( «,e 

im m »« a ci ,15., m, 7i , ci ,« , w, ar, i a , cp , d 

V r W r f \ r W | W ( tb 

LAGN ltEI.|>«l|.e(l,a(l,CS J lB J ffl,FS.F6 1 8F 1 CG J 41,C 

kwc i»-»ta ■ir,ir,ir 1 iF J ci.*i h «,w,«,cj,« 
a, se, no 

Turning TypeChecker off fit is automatically 
initialised when you RUM the program above) 
and back on again it quits simple: 
POXE pl!5M turns n off, while, 
rout <B85l,3 turns it back on. 



»ary I99S AMSTRAD ACTION 





Another month, another cheat mode. Mastercheater 
Lee Rouanne asks: ts there no rest for the wicked? 



jfgernaut, Jellybean, J*n?j Brandon in BlackJey. 
starts the b&H rolling wtft a pfea for Empr* 

He swears that there are no chesH amiable, but 
here at Cheat Mode, we aim to prove that no game 
«s to oe soared the code-busbng treat men t. Heme's 
the Mice Gten, arid gust lor the record, it was penned 
by the able hinds of Mike W- 

CAK le-DiFirftipt-Mt 
EAHH a-KO-mke-ttMs 
AAXK 30 1 

FNF «-MEHOtV-l»FF:NtBM 
IftCF 5^MlMKM*l.lS,Z7.1fUO 



multiface w 

T1w(T)iMd |0)f toehif « the tddms 
wtt rt h f the pofc* w*» written tor * tap* or 
tarn* [they trttnt work on both, ft worth a 
try) Hera arc the tttpi to mcc*k 



A> Load the game as normal 

e > Press tfvj S£ 3 turt jn on the WULFTACE. 

C> Press T tot to 

D> P< R made sire you select the co 

E> Press "H" for rCHADEOMAL eiput 

a the ADORE SS Hour charaa 

example. 3A7 

H> Type m the POKE thio characters, tor 

e*ampieA7i 

rW 

nor* than one pete goto IF] 
cac* Go r 
•ess *tT to refcirn 
the game. FT., 



EflKP 60-m*ww»us,suj,13 

ttM 70 -LOAM M r ireJJ 

CALR S0-MIE-I1UMC3 

BASE SQ-POKE-aSECM 

DM4 10Q-FWI'I3ESMK 

FKH 110 -Ftt-n:!KM-T0 JFJE3B 

FAN ieO.HE«-il:i:UAU.*| tilJ 

EAH! l30MJiI-fl,»:c:etJ 

CflU 140 HEXT t IF eO EGGS- THEN 260 

IAEA ISO -CtU-UMiEH) 

FAEH 150 DATA -3ME,»5 J* ,32, *5 

FAFF 170 DATA -UM.liMM,** 

EAAfl 180 DATA 'tSjZl.StiDl, 38,c3 

FAU iSHAfA^JG, 2$, 23,36,1* 

FAEG cM-DATA-iljSa^tJS, 32,41 

FAGJ 2i0'BATA'J6,4G, 23,36, *5,*1 

EAAfl 220'DATA'U J t3,2t J 32,h» J 22 

CAKJ 230 ■B»tt'*l J 0l f 3*J7,M,c3 

FALF £40 'BAT* 3d.01,*f ,32,11,49 

FAJB iSD-]lflTfl-3i,fr,4t,«3,a0,«0 

CMC JWFflWIlErrflr. ,I:EHS 



1 1 



Regular Cheat Mcder, Carl Thomas, (yup, htm. agami 
suopi^es us '.vith some nitty passwords for that 
graphical stunner. Zap r tens. 

World Of Fire 

2-YEM 4-iT$ 6-IKT 8-SOR 

1Q-AYYK 12 -CAB U-TID 16 -NEW 

18-OTI ZQ-VAH ZZ^Ort 



Dream World 
5-'/. 



10 - EUP 



This game uses an AZERTY keyboard. so if the 
password contains an A. restate it with a Q. if a 
password contains a W, replace this tetter wtn a Z 



" i. uCU" 

rv«* 



V^_ t- 



••« SBfl 







iPHEi Finn 



Room enough to put in th»s poke for an old favourite : 
rVerherwontt Mot a request, just a bmhant cheat. 

1 F tfctfttrwrld Rape I 

2 F fa Cnhifl Snith 

3 F Choic* flfi- 

4 F Extra tin* 

5 F Infinite rnrrjy 
G F lnfitiiti lives 

7 F Inf ith l« brick muhtrs 
3 F Inf ini t« (Etnen Killers 
10 DEFSTB ttNNI I ||=J 
20 FOR j:0 10 95: REM 4 
30 jcUAKJlulrs^+x 
40 FUKE j+37,x;HDU J 
50 IF yOtlSt CO 10 430 
E0 afllHExtra lint) 
70 i(U=| entrsul 
SO iC2Mliml 
30 i(3}=4 (nick snashertj 
108 aUMdcnon killtnj 
110 j^3:ivSUB £80 
IK F01 j-1 TO 4 
1» GOSUfi 1SC;NEST J 

m poki ttit 

ISO KEM0M 1E31J:LQAD[ 
ltd PME 16731, S7 
170 POKE 16732,0 

m clsicall mw 

150 PRMf Infinite .: 
200 Ml«r i<j)j| 'f, 
210 a^UFPEFIKIHKEft) 
220 I! i=l N| 6010 £S8 
230 IF iOI VI CCTC £10 
2W tat*l 
250 PRINT uPSlHl 
260 z;t*2JETVIW 
27C5ATA rf,C^ti r l8,M,tS 

zee DATs ii.it ,ii, ts,n t a 

2M DATA fa.2e.2l,OSJE,22 
300 HAT* f*. 28. 3ji,6O,00 ,67 
310 DATA »4,l* ( 33,rt,tf,Alj 
UQ T'ATA 44,28,14,^,32,17 
330 &ATA UJi^JjSJS^ 
340 DATA ii.lt, U.teM.i* 

3?ei)ATAei,22,tb,ie,n,ci 

380 DATA 4t.28 r Oj,3f,c3,32 
370 DATA e«,25.3i.cJi3e.dS 



wii"i«" ra 



ry 1995 





*AVt 







"T^l 



3«0 MIA 24,t«,S4,2t-,« r if 

I m data sf.uji, aMc^t 

A1 400 DATA M,if, 32.7*. 2l,ta 
" rv % 1 K* ' ' 410 MIA M,28.M,*{, 32,28 

J 430 FB1HT1 KTft ERROB 



Hr* (9 9 specif Ireat Tor M space frettS, Your 

friend and mine. A,C Gales {I hate mrtialjO gwes us 
the ultimate guide to the game or the galaxy. 6 A T 
{more mruals). This works only lor the disc version 
sc. sofiy. tape ownertsH 

1 Go to the w C (Grrrr!-tee). go past the uretals 
and cofeci me hotogram from the agent. 

2 Leave (he hangar, search environment, pick up 
steak and chips 

J Go to Astroport Square and then on to the 
Exchange Centre. 

4 Change 1000 credits, Return to Astroport Saiute 

5 Catch cab to Central Junction men go on to the 
Medical Organisations. 

6 Go to street like many others' { I >. men go to 
"street kke many others' t2J, tdwc sioY 

7 Go lo the Admwstr abon Buttings 

8 Enter Hotel Tali to the Rtcepttonrsl Book room 

9 I mer yow room, Search environment. Pick up 
Permrt 

10 Return to Astroport Square and catch cat) to 
Central Junction. 

1 1 Go to the door ot the North Airlock and then on 
to the start of AJ: 

12 Enter the amusements <*sc side 31 and accept 
chaimge fpr B/jy game. {Read a book wM 
ether player goestVstJ) 

i 3 Write down the shapes « order to keep wmng 
the game 



14 Keep on 
I play ng the 

BVzy game until 
| you have 
I amassed at least 
' BOOOkrels. 
1 5 Stop playing 
and accept the guide that is offered (provided 
you have won. however). 

16 Search the tot environment **d Pck up 
everything. 

1 7 Return to the door ol North Airlock (disc 
I s-de 21 and enter the Gunsmith's 

18 Sei afl guns accept Ihe Lance Nova. Buy 
munitions, including at least five battery novas 

S 9 Return to the door of North Airtock (drsc side 3) 
and enter North Airlock. 

20 Talk to Ihe man and utile down the information 
code on Scoutship Epsilon. rt should be a random 
series ol Ls and fts 

21 Enter North Aw kick and go lo the drag pilot. Pay 
him 5500 to elks, 

22 Fly the drag to Epsrion Station and check Hearth 
nut* 

23 Eat hydralers and energy pills, Sleep until the 
sleep naming light disapt 

24 Take the right passage on arrival and put the 
card m the maclwie. 

25 Press the right and left buttons on (he machine 
according lo the code you collected m bne 20 

26 You wl no* be attached ! Select ihe only gun 
showng and point the cursor on me body ol the 
man snooting at you. 

27 Press lire button as quickly as possible until Itte 
man is dead {indicated by kfe bar on bottom left ol 
the screen), 

28 Congratulations ! You have nist shot Vrangor ! 



Another request no*, its getting kke One FM here, 
(Bui, t bet we fiave a targer audience - Fit) from 
Michael Goudman Sagam) in Penkridgc This time 
Michael wants us to share any cheat we might have 
for itur [T.n i tetter E-fctotum. Sim we ? 
Go on ihen. you tilth? tinker, get a load ol Vi 

HMft 1 ¥-hOTIW k»tkJ>(duq> 

TACH 2 -Vy-Jtkn Cimn 

TUB MSfftwatr 1SW 

AALH It 

CAM ISOFENvllTldj iKWHV Mltf 

tm 20 CtOJEvUTirWEl 

FIU » W*H 'aiill . H1MFH*1 



FAptt tO*rJrJr:lBE»JEStCmi 

W) 50-SEAb-butel 

IMA U-IFhwteJ-j WHOOI - THEN-COIL -IIESO 

MOI Te-POKr-addr.VALC^ *hyt#l> 

CAPE 8rj-«ddr=*4tdrM:«Tv>5fJ 

im Sti-V** LEaitl IN ■*• 

CUE 100 BAIiV 21. 70.31,11,70,01.01,24 

MAC* llflHATA •M r «l l U,3t l c3,21 f H,bt 

NALE 130 BATS 01 ,14,41,4c, 45 ,0&, 5*, *d 
ItitD Mtm<VMMMMMM>*l 
HANG 150-MT* far, i2 <a T,3C, (S.fS.tS.iS 
HAUL l&fl-JSAIA *5,u6,f S,ed.?e, 11,30, ft 
CfiNX 170 &AN2UJ,4», 11,10,00,05,21 
MADE 180 -DAI*' 3t. 0.t,b*. 29,61, 72. 1S,1Q 
NSftt 1* <MTAi9,fMl,eUl,e1.f5,rf 
MAMA 200-DflTft -t5.fS.2l. I4,4t. 11,61 ,M 
COIL 210DATi>86,2J,?2,23,72,|J,10,fi 
HANJ 220-Mte-fUl,cUl,(3,*5,fl*,2l 
MtXC 2»-GAT*>id,lt,U,49,M,01,3«,80 
MACD 240 DATA *J, DO, 21, 61,00, 2i,*3,Of 

cail ase-KM it 

CftITHMI«T>itf-liv« 

bWL 270 im> It, 87,2* 

&»Wt SMMtnf init»tn*rw 

Fttt 2»tftTA^2, 21, 13,32,29,13 

HAFN 300 Vtlls -dorilt'tKflftif 

$m J10MTA 32,05,2* 

CAME 320'VriS'ienlV-jr*y 

TflFft 330 < MIA 3*. 18. 32, 3i, 31 

IAKJ 340 'Uncut t lit ticrgpel 

GINK ]U>l«A'J«,c3,Zl,40,tt. 32,24, It 

)MH 350 Mll-22,25,18 

IttE 370 ^»*-iI«g|.lN.»* 

CAPB 380 DATA c3, 00,05, WKCv.4* 



Only cheats 
need apply 



H they can do rt, to can you Who? Oder AA 
readcrt Do *ba1' Pa«t on a cheat, of courie 
If it worki you get Instant fama anA inctant 
credibility ff it doeinl wall *et our art editor 
on you. Once he's converted you, laid you out 
and put you through (ha lino wo promise, 
you'll never be the tarn* again! 

Send your poke* to Cheat Mode, 
Amitrad Action, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 









Multiface pokes 






Grapning with Ore faithful red button this month art Carl Thomas and 


Qama Naum Madia 


Poke. Addr 


Ohm 


Paul Stuart WWams. Keep them coming ladri Why don t other AA readers 




1BBB.04 


Hrecracker 


try your hands? See Only cheats need apply, above right' 
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Sparklertpell 












1860,06 


RaiardhK 


Gamt' f^i-tir 


NUdto 


Poke.Addr 


Effect 




1800,07 


T*initm(j 


Emm 
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Tripik 


U29,W] 


m 
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The Lott Spell 


2 Aft 7, 00 
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Fuft Parchment Level 
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Baftt Oon , t Explode 
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FuiBonuf Muthroenu 


3B9E.18 






Pod« Don't Grow 


&XI} (T) 


18CS.10 
7S1C.OO 


Ful Extra Ufe Mushroom* 

IfnnlfWf MNHTy 


SWharlCnrptt 
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47OF.00 

456C.00 


IrmnK* Live* 

kifWWte Ammo [if Ufa it intact) 


Blittoroldt (Tl 


2158,00 

3F22.C6 


Infinite Credits 
infinite Energy 












1809.00 


Full Ammunition Level 


Wawan (T) 


79ftS,O0 


Infinite Lives 
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Weapon ■ Spaliectic Rocket 


KMapada (f| 


4A78.0O 


Infinite lives 
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f%Wbot 
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27Bf,00 


LJUM.1S-. 






18BB03 


Protonjtifk 


Canturtoni IT) 


1017,00 


Inftnrte Energy 
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O.J* Software 

Fast Friendly Service 
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Arcade 
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OuriAtedl 
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Accessories 



PCI SuDHiOti*. 
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Wurortmp Mqpi UK IU« 
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'..*.' us ci*.« tun 

CH*|ai:#l tiUJi 

--<■: *>c- ■,[•■.."■ »^i4« £UW 
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Education 



F^n Sdu«) I IK**. 6 fJVP 

fwtJdwIlM C3» 

F^ldiaJM, M« 

Fv.5«)h«J(VW £10 n 

FVydoyi^ 

SFwifwiWii (J 99 

lAFInwiMMU CI7M 
fw«dhVM?idi ' libit 

« «d I rghl Amy I £| 
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Ukmi. :m II. 

A.ii«* frwt ftnj S- 1 1 



EOOJ 






£24 <U 
£24»5 



«A»i 



Dwk 

£•« 



£)l*j 



£179i 

cms 

117 *J 

£1J« 
E1J« 

CJ4*i 
f! « 
ill W 
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QwDwl 
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WA»40 



Oidtraal 

Nl^pTQMWNpf 

5* fore* Ho*iw 
Tltfy Trt^p Df 
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tine fa O.J.lorturAtu, r 
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ftuOf uorh 
Ownf EKcbJo 
ftmUbG F>i« 
GviImt 

Tnfl*wi is™ 
OcraWdul 

tin imi n-rgmtT- 



Cnniiininiin 

OidWM 

GunwOiW 



t*(j* 



AM pnnkn I. ppd bdow en kxfebi* lc 

«■ *.ih AMSntAD CPC. CPC. 

WStn «<Unng pkma rtoto ompvMf 

SANASOaCWIriO C144M 

SMLClMtfattm/Cobi C1A4 9J 

111 



0** 3000/MXXl 

cmziNino 

Hflft'ilIB 
l£l*TC 
!O4.l0 1 Te-T«5 
DTI 174 
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tOttCflfa* 



1 > 

£7» tl«li 



1 

an 

EJ«S C?W f!(li 
On £?« lit 21 

£7* 



£175 



£**! £•» 
£SI9) (22*S 



R«80NftF*NK £12 93 

JOTJTKPCS 

AMStlAC^J B» 

trtttAMBw £Sl*3. 

(QNRSoridL«Hl CIS 95 

wewatta B*«r ri)«5 

ajoewx tyiw t cio«5 

OUCXjMOt !>*». I r* g = M fc > . £l!9J 

2#»)Ck i-n- ** stAts 
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Mhi Flo" 



•on rn l.K) - 1 ; 

it is O.J.iO' rtr+*t. 

, W*iojfH(»oron, mr Wiuw, U«rt who V"«, 



MMff.TOJflWJi'.'lffil^^ 



Ilp*w40 
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|f<Maa»<i 
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Agony uncle he may be, but Richard FalrHurst is still 
waiting for TV advertising roles. Contact his agents 
care of AA. Bo sure to have your credit card handy* 



TOP TIPS 



Beady-eyed monster 

its mto Techy Overo>«n? mode here, as we ask: 
Madly what does happen at EMS? 

The answer, of course, is, %r, what's EMS? 
EMS is short (or Early Mommg Startup, which refers 
to the state of your CPC when if s first switched on. 

If s also the state to when routines such as MC 
START PROGRAM (&BD1 6). and the associated MC 
SOOT PROGRAM f&BD] 31. set the machine. 
H o we ve r there are occasions on which yoti might 
tad that these routines aren't suitable. For example, 
they both wise the screen, which isn't a lot of use rl 
you want to keep something there it's even less use 
if this is where your code is siting... 

First of an. these routines nabatae certain 
aspects of the hardware This involves sending to 
jflf 00 (ROM sefecti, m to 47FO0 (VGA control 
register ), and &FF to &FB00. S.7F89 is also placed 
m alternate register BC'. and alternate Af" is set by 
XGR A IM 1 is selected, interrupts are disabled, and 
the stack pointer is reset to 4C000. These are 
essential lor correct operation. 

The system variables area, between IB 1 00 and 
4B8F 8, is blanked. This must not surprisingly, be 
omitted, otherwise, unpredictable results can, and 
do, occur. The routine at &CC44 in the lower ROM is 
then called. This mhaases the high kernel jumpbkxk 
and RST area and then proceeds to clear interrupt 
queues as KL CHOKE OFF (&BCC8) This routine, 
mercifully, is located at the same place m 464, 664, 
6128 and Plus ROMs The same can't be said about 
the next routine called. &BD37, which initialises the 
firmware H helps, then, to copy this address first, 

After this, alt the firmware initialisation routines 
are cased n turn to set up variables and 
indirections EMS is then Completed by enabling 
interrupts and returning, after which you should turn 
the tower ROM off (the standard firmware setup 
does this by default). This, of course, is what the 
CPC does m the normal course of operation, but you 
don't need to do the same- In particular, you don't 
need to caO every single firmware initialisation 
routine (such as &BBFF , which clears the screen), 
although bear m mmd that the indirections between 
ABDDO and ABDFI slitl need to be sel up. Filling (his 
area w*fh &C9 (RET) should suffice. 

Bock to BASICS 

And to speed up your BASIC programs.,. 

IF ioQ THEN PRINT "He*)" 

can just as easily be written as 

W * TiCN PRI^T -Helo'. 

A statement of the type 

IF x<5 THEN *».)(+ 1 



common in moving the player in arcade games can 
be rewritten as «>MWx+l,5): conversely, IF k>0 
THEN x«l is equivalent 10 K*MAXga-l ,0). 
OH to your manuals to find out why.., 



QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS 



Pseud's corner 

First, some note* about the Techy 
Forum in Amstrad Action 110... 

Accessing randoms' surprised me: you 
haven't mentioned the R re sister Vet I think 
it's the best way. combined with a time 
variable, to have a random number. Of courte. 
you can stora screen* at 100O0 or 18000 - 1 
do it (but not in BASIC). Some demomaker* 
used64K video RAM ...» 

I would like to know about special DOS'* 
(not another one - Richard). I use Magic DOS 
(by Serge Querne), and then I can have 8 1 6K 
on a 5. 25-inch disc. I must run a program to 




Maylr mr not you mv§t initioH§e it tint. 

initialise Magic COS, though, so if there is 
AM S DOS initialisation, ) can't load more files, 

What about HOMDOS XL, VDOS or XD-DQS? 
How many kilobytes can you have per side with 
these DOS s? Are there good copiers available 
for them? 
Vires Gerey Boisseuil, France 



k The R register is a quick and easy way to 
generate random numbers. However, 
computers can actually only generate 
pseudo-random numbers, and some numbers are 
more pseudo-random than others...! 

In some circumstances - for example, a short 
machme code loop - the R register rs poor at 
generating a wide range of pseudorandom 
numbers. It *s better, then, to use a seed-driven 



routine such as me one referred to in Ml 10. 

Storing screens at &0OO0 and 1S00O is a 
standard demomakers' technique - 1 used it m the 
inspiration Demo, for example - but it's not much 
use to someone who wants to use firmware 
foubnes. or BASIC even. 95% oi the programtiwg 
population You realty reckon mat someone capable 
of wnwig firmware free code is gouig to be writing 
to Techy forum.., 1 

VDOS and XDnPOS aren't generally available any 
more, and neither was too hot on the compatibility 
from. POMDOS is fine •! you are mrtafcsmg a* ROMs. 
as it kicks m after AMSDOS has initialised and 
replaces the firmware routines with its own 
However, if - as most programs do - the program 
concerned only initialises the disc ROM, ROMDOS 
wont have a chance to strut its stuff. For this, your 
best bet is PataDOS, available horn Campursofi (see 
"Your OCStmy opposite lor contact details 1 

PataDOS is a program which is superior in el 
respects to ROMDOS It also has the advantage that 
it can replace AMSDOS m slot 7 - on a TOMooard 
on a 6128 (provided the appropriate Ink is cut 
inside your CPC), or as a direct chip replacement on 
a 464 or 664. This should solve all of your 
compatibility problems - wet, those thai are 
computer-related, at least, (Er, Rich, do you need 
reminding that this is a techy page not a personaf. 
emotional and sexual problem page? Hang on. 
though there *s fbrc btoke mat I know that" s owte 
nice. But I don't know if he fee's the same way about 
me. What do you thm* I should 1 do? - Ed.) 

RONDOS and ParaDOS ate both capable of 
formatting a disc to 396K per side, or 792K using a 
double-sided formal . ParaDOS comes with an 
excellent buJNn copter cwtk*sc utility. ROMDOS 




Win a copy of the now Turbo Imager {tee 
Speed demon, page 22) on 3-inch disc from 
STS worth £10. Simply rearrange the letter* 
b elow to form the place STS are based than 
put the answer on to a postcard or hack of an 
envelope and tend It to: 

Image comcious, 

Amstrad Action. 

Fulure Publishing, 

30 Monmouth Street. 

Bath, Avon BAl 2BW 

before Thursday. 22 February, 1995. 
STS are based in: Y A R B R 



February 199S AMSTRAD Action 
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TECHY TIPS 



XL's isn i so hot, but the disc-based Mandos ublrty ts 
a decent supplement 



S 



No suck address 

l thought the cure tor CP/M Plus (Plus 
Points', AA 1 10) was just what ( needed, 
but alas, I can't find 4C8 alter skipping the 
track 2 directory. In factor 3, at the 15th line 
dawn, address t£0. DMON shows a line 
beginning with AF5. Where it the tea I have to 
change to *X97 

A friend hat a tlock program in a language 
called DWBASFC, I have never heard of but is rt 
pot tihle that the OW stands for David Wild? My 
friend's vertion it on 3.5-mch, while I can only 
us« 3-inch. Will the program worfc on an 
expanded 464? tf to, where can I get the 
DWBASIC disc and manual and what are the 
advantages of this language over BASIC? 
Roy Evtorett. Braintrtte 

This \i the wrong place to look lor the 
CP/M patch - you afe skipping over the 
. whole of track 2, rather than just the first 
four sectors which comprise Ihe directory. The line 
beginning with AF5 is m track 3, sector 441 
Redirect yourself to track 2, sector 445 and you 
should have more kick. 

There isn't a David Wild program called 
DWBASlC. although he did write a short set of BASIC 
extensions cated BASIC* - a bit Ute the AA TooOut. 
but mi a much more prmrbve vein - it's unlikely thai 
a stock control program would rely on this. 

Are you sure it's a C PC-based program m the 
first place? ft sounds mud) more ate a PC version of 
Ihe language, such as Ihe popular GWBASIC (which 
stands for Gee Whuz Basic, tact freaks). Hawng 
said (hi 5, your CPC's Locomotive BASIC ts a fairly 
standard implementation of the language Therefore, 
you should be able to retype the whole file with only 
rnrrwnal alterations saving the original program as 
ASCI, and getting a friendly CPCer with 3-SHnch and 
3-rnch drives lo convert it from a PC to CPC disc, 
would be a less arduous alternative 

A stock control system is unlikely to use flashy 
graphics or sound, the mam areas of incompatibility 
- lust witch out for control codes, box-drawing 
routines, text display routines, and print handing. 
which are the mam differences between machines. 
Two to nole are the CPC's PRINT #6 - to send text 
lo the printer - which equates to LPWT on most 
machines, and LOCATE - to display text at a certain 
location - wtuch can be anyttwig Irom PRINT TAB lo 
GOTOXY on other systems, with the CPC's X.Y 
parameters often being reversed, and the top left 
bemg (U] rather than Locomotive's 10,0). 



COVERTAPE CLINIC 



?E 



Pin-down 

I bought a 3, 5-inch disc drive for my 
CPC and on getting rt home found that 
the 5 volt connecter cable wat different to the 
plug on th* dice drive. The connector is two 
rows of 17 pint making ■ 34-pin connecter. My 
Amstrad CPC hat only a 26 pin connector. The 
disc drive it made by Mitsumi, model D359T3 
Can anybody help? 
Alex Htrrit*. Kent 

k This is quite normal for 3.5*nch drives. rust 
| ignore the eight pro (two rows of four) on 

■ (he right of the connector, looking from the 
back of the drive - probably the ones nearest the 
centre - and connect the remaining 26 to your disc 
drive port, Although I haven't seen the disc drive you 
mention, this should be ail you need lo do. 




Your DES-tiny 

1 recently bought 
a second-hand 
Amstrad CPC 
with attach of 

discs, and when 
I Saw your 
magazine with 
a program 
catted Desktop 
Organise It 
looked me 
ticket to tori 
them all oul. 
But, when I 
got it home 
the menu 
said that the 
program needed to be 'run from D£5" 

What n DES and how do I access it to 1 
ceo load the program? 
David Wcktest, Bury St Edmunds 
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Off: m«fc* y»vr CPC ■• aa*y t» 
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DC S is short for Desktop Environment System, a 
program horn Campursoft (£14.99. disc, £24,99 
ROM), to make your CPC as easy to use as a 
Macintosh or a PC running Windows. 

Tins program means that instead of typing in 
obscure commands you can select a| the options 
you need using a pemter wtuch you move around 
the screen. In addition, it can make Ihese racAties 
available to speaafywntten programs, of which 
Desktop Organise is one, so they, too, can be just 
as easy louse 

To run Desktop Organise you need a copy of 
DCS. The ruti version is available from Campurscrlt. 
Alternatively, if Christmas has emptied your wallet, 
get hold of AA issue 111, which features a demo 
version of CCS on the covertape. 

Although some of the features are missing, voir 
can sti run Desktop Organise with it 

Contact Campursuft at 10 Mantosh Court 
Wellpark. Glasgow G3l 2HW » 041 554 4735 

Help, I've flipped! 

Thank you for pitting a menu on the AA112 
tape, It makes everything to much eatier to 
use. However . I'm still having problems 
transferring the tape to disc . h teUt me to flip 
tht* disc. but. then, when I do this, the tape 



runt out, to I turn that over. too. Lo and 
behold, a few minutes later, it tells me to turn 
the tape over and rewind tt to the beginning. 
But when I do this, rt stop* a while afterwards 
and the tape hasn't transferred 

Cm following all the instructions, to whets 
going wrong? 
Sheila King, Dorchester 

JUsf when we thought we'd got the disc transfer 
sorted... For some strange reason, the duplicators 
put some of me files meant for side A onto side 8 
last month. This isn't a serious problem, but 
anyone stj having dtfhculfces transferring the tape 
should follow these nstructions: 

• ftp both the tape and you cfoc when you are 
asked to Rip the disc; 

• ignore the Turn the cassette over" message 
Shortly afterwards 

fou should end up with Titus the fa*. Desktop 
Organse and the MegatUasters demo on d 

Speed demon 

Desktop Organise would be useful for 

keeping my P0 library discs a r ch i v e d on a 
3,5-Inch disc, but I find do arc hiving slow. 

It there any way of speeding It up? 
Alan ft obortton. Glasgow 

Trad not The compression that is butt mto 
Desktop Organise revitabfy slows the process 
down, For an alternative, you might toe to try 
looking at STS's new Turoo imager, {£10 rcl p&pl 
when produces larger archive fees - copying all 
the files on to a freshly formatted disc helps - but 
which ts quite a lot Quicker n operahbn 

You could win a copy of Turbo Imager - see 
the the Image Conscious box on page 2 1 , 

Contact STS at: 296 Hotton Road, Barry, South 
Wales CF63 4HW » 0446 700730 
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Get it write! 

Richard Fairhuf st is glad to hetp with your technical enquiries. ShA, please note that he can only answer 
queries Ihrougti the magazine so please dont ring. Write to Techy Forum, Amstrad Acbco, 30 Mc«noutti 
Street. Bath Avon BAI 2BW or e-mail us at aaWuturenet.co.uk putting Techy F m the siii 
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Expiry date 



Credit Card No 



New lower overseas rates: 

• Europe £2 • Rest of the world £4 



I woukt like the following back issues. 



Cost of back issues 



Please add cost of portage and packaging 
Total cott 
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£ 3eDG 



Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to Future 
Publishing Limited, and send the whole lot off to: 
Ams trad Action Back Issues, Future Publishing, FREEP0ST, 
Somerton. Somerset TA11 7 BR. No stamp needed within the UK 






NOW A TOTAL MOUSE/ 
GRAPHIC%&ACKAGE 
OR YOU 



A TRULY 

UNBEATABLE 

PRICE!! 




CTK 



i two buHoo mouse featuring 
optical counting, teflort cjuidi", uiKioiwitchci, rubber coated ball and high 
quality interface. 

■ When combined with OCP Advanced Art Studio thi* graphics, package i* qi. 
timply the be*t *y*tem ovoilcfble. The feature* on unmatched... 

■ Create on image - thriftk it, expand it, move It, rotate it, copy it, colour It, el 

■ &proy parte mi or ihadci, make elattk line* * atreteh and manipulate *hope«. 

■ Zoom In to add detail in fin* mod*. ■ Pulldown /kon driven menu* for hia of uut 

■ Mou«c operation, plui joystick and keyboard control. 

16 pen*, 8 *pray«, 16 bruihe* - to flexible anyone can create tuperb graphic* eatily. 

Full Cut and pa*ta fPcililie* plu* excellent printer Support, 

TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUDES MOUSE/ MOUSE MAT/HOLDER ATTRACTIVELY 
STVI E D INTERFACE AND OCP ADVANCED ART STUDIO 



MOUSE MAT 

AND 

MOUSE HOLDER 

(WORTH C12 f»9) 
WITH EACH PACKAOC 





PRINTER PACKAGE 



NOW YOU CAN PRINT OUT YOUR PICTURES IN PULL COLOUR.! 

■ Tha Slar LC TOO Colour Priniar not onhy pnnls m Near Letter Quality lor your regular Job* but 
unto pnrvtB out your pictures irom Art Studio, ale , irv tameabC colour 1 

■ LCI 00 ta a lull Cantronci ptwtar to K work* wHh Ofter oompulark ( Amiga. ST, PC MO 

■ Made poawble by DatGfs PACKAGE INCLUDES STAR LCiOO COLOUR PRINTER RFW* £1*1,00 
unique cotoor pnniar tjnvor - Centronics painter lead rrpiu tt 

now you can have a hardcopy date l colour PHtrr t e r driver software rrp f tfl.n 
m up to 16 ootours" mohmauv ttai m 

■ w« ™« ^ K.H, COHPLETE PACKAGE NOW ONLY CIM 

No more to buy . 

CO LOU R PRINTER ORIV E R AV Al LABLESEPA R ATE L V ONL V C 1 9. 99 

■ H you already have an LC ta, LC100 or LC200 Colour Printer wa can lupply tha Driver 
separately 
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MKMEMOWf 




Simple p4ug mi memory oaperwwn ohm nsiarrl antra roamory, 

Fealutet bar*, twrtciwg sotrwat* to* easy use by trie programmer v tor uu 
a* a data storage area 

ideal tor t*e «nh in* Cpm 2 2 etc 

1Th> software too feature* tome extra BASIC 1 

§4K unrl tjrpvYJt 464 to I26K 

&*K und bona* 464 up loCPC 6128 memory ODrH»|juffllion 

making a much larger aoftwaie base awatabH. W* work ftraajM all 

with many ptooram* designed tor tu uoH (mctuOooOCP An Sludw Ma Ad.) 

lone airiomahcnlly by *oh*ara (cassette 464) 

NLY £20,99 64K FOR 404 

.44M+ NEEDS ADAPTOR (ttt.M) 



0782 744707 

FAX 0782 744292 



Send Ckeqwrii Postal Crder* or credit Cord details to' 

DATEL ELECTRONICS ITD. 

GOVAN ROAD. 
r*H FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
r— —. FENTON, STOKE ON TRENT 
ST4 2RS. ENGLAND. 



or cau at ourlondon shop:- DATEL ELECTRONICS 222 Tottenham court rd, london wi tel 071 sso 6460 



